
April 15, 2026

William M. Blier
Acting Inspector General
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Mr. Blier:

We write to ask that you conduct an investigation into potential ethical misconduct by 
Department of Justice (DOJ) officials who may have allowed corporate lobbyists to interfere 
with nonpartisan enforcement of federal antitrust laws. There have been several public reports of 
DOJ officials overruling antitrust experts to make favorable decisions – potentially contrary to 
the law – for companies seeking merger or acquisition approvals following meetings between 
representatives of those companies and senior DOJ officials.1 These decisions, and the actions 
that followed, lessen competition, harm innovation, and threaten economic security for working 
families. In addition to raising concerns under antitrust, federal ethics, and bribery laws and 
regulations, this behavior by DOJ officials undermines the Antitrust Division’s mission “to 
promote competition by enforcing the antitrust laws to protect economic freedom and 
opportunity on behalf of the American people.”2

On April 2, 2026, President Trump fired Pam Bondi from her role as Attorney General.3 Before 
assuming her role as Attorney General, Bondi spent six years as a lobbyist at Ballard Partners, 
where she was a partner and chaired the firm’s corporate regulatory compliance practice 
focusing on Fortune 500 companies.4 Under Attorney General Bondi, DOJ targeted Trump’s 
political opponents and approved mergers without regard for the law. President Trump has since 
selected his former personal lawyer, Todd Blanche, as the new Acting Attorney General.5 
Blanche has reportedly played a role in overruling and ousting Antitrust Division staff in order to

1 The Wall Street Journal, “Bondi Aides Corrupted Antitrust Enforcement, Ousted DOJ Official Says,” Dave 
Michaels, August 18, 2025, https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/bondi-aides-corrupted-antitrust-enforcement-
ousted-doj-official-says-466ed838. 2 U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division, “Mission,” https://www.justice.gov/atr/mission. 3 The Wall Street Journal, “‘I Think It’s Time’: The Inside Story of Pam Bondi’s Ouster,” Josh Dawsey, Alex Leary,
C. Ryan Barber, and Sadie Gurman, April 2, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/i-think-its-time-the-inside-
story-of-pam-bondis-ouster-c16167d0.4 Politico, “Here’s what happens when big-time lobbyists become big-name Trump officials,” Caitlin Oprysko, 
September 21, 2025, https://www.politico.com/news/2025/09/21/lobbying-connections-duffy-wiles-00574382. 
White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles was also previously employed by Ballard Partners.5 The Wall Street Journal, “‘I Think It’s Time’: The Inside Story of Pam Bondi’s Ouster,” Josh Dawsey, Alex Leary,
C. Ryan Barber, and Sadie Gurman, April 2, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/i-think-its-time-the-inside-
story-of-pam-bondis-ouster-c16167d0.
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rubber-stamp mergers,6 raising concerns that DOJ will only intensify its efforts to carry out 
President Trump’s personal agenda, rather than uphold the rule of law.

To address our concerns about this potential corruption at DOJ, we request that your office 
conduct an evaluation of potential misconduct by any employees – including current employees 
like Acting Attorney General Blanche and Associate Attorney General Stanley Woodward, and 
former employees like former Attorney General Bondi and former chief of staff Chad Mizelle, 
who met with lobbyists with business pending before the DOJ Antitrust Division. We also ask 
that your office examine the role corporate lobbyists have had in influencing DOJ’s antitrust 
enforcement actions since January 20, 2025. These evaluations would be consistent with the 
Office of the Inspector General’s (OIG) mission of “prevent[ing] and detect[ing] fraud and abuse
in [DOJ’s] programs and operations,”7 as well as one of the OIG’s major functions, which is 
“[i]nvestigat[ing] alleged violations of … ethical standards arising from the conduct of 
Department employees.”8  

We are particularly concerned about the following matters:

- June 2025 settlement of the lawsuit to block HPE’s proposed acquisition of Juniper: 
In January 2024, Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) announced a deal to acquire Juniper 
Networks (Juniper) for $14 billion.9 This deal raised significant antitrust concerns: it 
would combine the second- and third-largest providers of enterprise wireless networking 
solutions, and it would result in just two companies controlling over 70 percent of the 
market for enterprise-grade wireless networking solutions.10 As a result, President 
Trump’s DOJ filed a lawsuit to block the deal in January 2025.11 As the trial neared, HPE
reportedly hired lobbyists with ties to the White House but lacking antitrust expertise, 
including “MAGA-aligned antitrust thought leader Mike Davis” to lobby the Trump 
administration.12 On June 28, 2025, just days before the trial was set to begin, DOJ 
proposed a “highly unusual settlement” to resolve the lawsuit which fell short of 
resolving the antitrust concerns identified in the DOJ’s complaint, not least because the 
divestment it required targeted small and medium-sized businesses rather than the large, 

6 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli, 
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.7 5 U.S.C. 402.
8 U.S. Department of Justice, “Organization, Mission and Functions Manual: Office of the Inspector General,” 
https://www.justice.gov/doj/office-inspector-general.9 HPE, “HPE to acquire Juniper Networks to accelerate AI-driven innovation,” press release, January 9, 2024, 
https://www.hpe.com/us/en/newsroom/press-release/2024/01/hpe-to-acquire-juniper-networks-to-accelerate-ai-
driven-innovation.html.10 U.S. v. Hewlett Packard Enterprise and Juniper Networks, (N.D. Cal., 2025), Complaint, p. 3, 
https://www.justice.gov/atr/media/1406591/dl?inline.11 U.S. Department of Justice, “Justice Department Sues to Block Hewlett Packard Enterprise’s Proposed $14 
Billion Acquisition of Rival Wireless Networking Technology Provider Juniper Networks,” press release, January 
30, 2025, https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-block-hewlett-packard-enterprises-proposed-14-
billion-acquisition.12 The Capitol Forum, “HPE/Juniper: As Fight Between DOJ Leadership and Antitrust Division Broils, Tunney Act 
Proceeding Looms,” July 24, 2025, https://thecapitolforum.com/hpe-juniper-as-fight-between-doj-leadership-and-
antitrust-division-broils/.
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enterprise-grade customers that DOJ had alleged would be harmed by the merger.13 
Associate Attorney General Stanley Woodward reportedly had placed the settlement term
sheet on Antitrust Division Chief Gail Slater’s desk and, when she asked what would 
happen if she did not sign, told her she would be difficult to fire, but he would fire 
Slater’s deputies.14 Shortly after the settlement, Slater’s deputies Roger Alford and 
William Rinner, who had also served in the Division during the first Trump 
administration,15 were fired for “insubordination.”16 Public reporting revealed that Slater 
objected to the settlement and to the firings.17 Reporting suggested that senior DOJ 
officials, including Acting Associate Attorney General Chad Mizelle, overruled Slater.18 
According to a sworn deposition by Alford, Davis had told Slater, “If you don’t approve 
this settlement, I will destroy you. I will destroy your job at the DOJ.”19 Alford later 
criticized companies who thought they could “hire well-connected lobbyists ignorant of 
the law to get [their] deal done or [their] case dismissed by going around and above AAG
Slater,” and warned that by allowing lobbyists to influence the Antitrust Division’s 
actions, DOJ officials “perverted justice and acted inconsistent with the rule of law.”20 
The court is now determining whether the proposed settlement is in the public interest, 
pursuant to Section 2 of the Antitrust Procedures and Penalties Act (the Tunney Act).21

- July 2025 dismissal of the lawsuit to block Amex GBT’s acquisition of CWT: In 
March 2024, American Express Global Business Travel (Amex GBT) announced a deal 
to acquire CWT Holdings (CWT) for $570 million.22 Because this deal raised significant 
antitrust concerns, in January 2025 DOJ filed a lawsuit to block the deal, citing concerns 
that Amex GBT’s acquisition of its second-largest rival would result in the combined 

13 Id.14 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.15 The Wall Street Journal, “Top Justice Department Antitrust Officials Fired Amid Internal Feud,” Dave Michaels, 
July 29, 2025, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/top-justice-department-antitrust-officials-fired-amid-internal-feud-
0c98d57c. 16 CNN, “Justice Department fires two senior antitrust attorneys, alleging insubordination,” Hannah Rabinowitz and 
David Goldman, July 29, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/29/politics/justice-department-fires-two-senior-
antitrust-attorneys. 17 The Wall Street Journal, “Top Justice Department Antitrust Officials Fired Amid Internal Feud,” Dave Michaels, 
July 29, 2025, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/top-justice-department-antitrust-officials-fired-amid-internal-feud-
0c98d57c. 18 The Capitol Forum, “HPE/Juniper: As Fight Between DOJ Leadership and Antitrust Division Broils, Tunney Act 
Proceeding Looms,” July 24, 2025, https://thecapitolforum.com/hpe-juniper-as-fight-between-doj-leadership-and-
antitrust-division-broils/.19 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04. 20 Tech Policy Institute Aspen Forum, “The Rule of Law Versus the Rule of Lobbyists,” Roger P. Alford, August 
18, 2025, p. 3, https://assets.bwbx.io/documents/users/iqjWHBFdfxIU/rqWZHzWNbqZc/v0. 21 Axios, “Trump's antitrust regime heads to court,” Dan Primack, March 23, 2026, 
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/23/antitrust-hpe-juniper-court-trump. 22 Amex GBT, “Amex GBT to Acquire CWT,” press release, March 25, 2024, 
https://investors.amexglobalbusinesstravel.com/investors/news/news-details/2024/Amex-GBT-to-Acquire-CWT/
default.aspx. 
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firm controlling an “oligopolistic” share of the market.23 Lobbying disclosures reveal that,
after DOJ sued to block the merger, Amex GBT hired lobbying firm Ballard Partners, 
previous employer of former Attorney General Pam Bondi, to lobby DOJ on antitrust 
matters.24 Ballard Partners received $200,000 from Amex GBT between January and June
2025.25 On July 29, 2025, DOJ notified the court that it intended to drop the case (though 
it did not notify the public via the Department’s website).26 By dismissing the case rather 
than settling the matter, DOJ avoided potential Tunney Act evidentiary hearings that 
would have helped the court and the public learn what role Ballard played in DOJ’s 
decision to resolve the case without making any requirements whatsoever of the merging 
companies to address the anticompetitive concerns DOJ previously identified.

- August 2025 settlement of the lawsuit to block the proposed merger of UnitedHealth
and Amedisys: In June 2023, UnitedHealth Group (UnitedHealth) and Amedisys 
announced a $3.3 billion deal to merge.27 Because the deal raised significant antitrust 
concerns, DOJ filed a lawsuit to block the deal in November 2024, based on concerns 
that the merger would “extinguish competition at the expense of Americans” and increase
prices for critical home health and hospice services.28 Lobbying disclosures reveal that, in
the first half of 2025, UnitedHealth reportedly “spent more money on lobbying than it 
ever has in a comparable time frame.”29 And UnitedHealth notably “increased its 
spending on lobbyists and lawyers with deep ties to President Trump’s administration, 
including Brian Ballard,”30 the founder of former Attorney General Bondi’s previous 
employer Ballard Partners and a so-called “Trump whisperer.”31 On August 7, 2025, DOJ
settled its challenge to the merger.32 The settlement documents state that it does not fully 
resolve DOJ’s stated competition concerns, and is instead “designed to remedy most of 

23 U.S. v. Global Business Travel Group and CWT Holdings, (S.D.N.Y., 2025), Complaint, p. 2,
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/media/1383711/dl. 24 Mother Jones, “Trump-Linked Lobbyists Are Having a Hopping Good Time,” Russ Choma, April 22, 2025,
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/04/ballard-trump-lobbying-disclosures-wiles-bondi/.25 Ballard Partners, Lobbying Report on behalf of Amex GBT, April 14, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/730dbdcc-f64b-4097-b453-7b424ac3f8eb/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Amex GBT, July 14, 2025, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/6aeb36f0-f6d3-47b9-a09a-
ef7701c9f8dd/print/.26 The American Prospect, “DOJ Does MAGA Lobbyist Bidding Again, Shutters Another Antitrust Case,” David 
Dayen, July 29, 2025, https://prospect.org/justice/2025-07-29-doj-maga-lobbyist-bidding-shutters-another-
antitrustcase-bondi-ballard/; Law360, “DOJ Drops Challenge Of Amex GBT’s $570M Deal For CWT,” Matthew 
Perlman, July 29, 2025, https://www.law360.com/articles/2370848/doj-drops-challenge-of-amex-gbt-s-570m-deal-
for-cwt. 27 Healthcare Dive, “UnitedHealth to acquire Amedisys for $3.3B after home health provider reneges on Option 
deal,” Rebecca Pifer Parduhn, June 26, 2023, https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/unitedhealth-optum-amedisys-
acquisition-option-care/653870/. 28 U.S., et al. v. UnitedHealth Group and Amedisys, (D. Md., 2024), Complaint, p. 2., 
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/media/1376671/dl. 29 The Wall Street Journal, “UnitedHealth Is Spending Big on Trump Allies to Fix Its Washington Problems,” Josh 
Dawsey, Christopher Weaver, and Anna Wilde Mathews, September 14, 2025, 
https://www.wsj.com/business/unitedhealth-is-spending-big-on-trump-allies-to-fix-its-washington-problems-
8ca64351. 30 Id.31 Politico, “From Trump whisperer to West Wing pariah: How lobbyist Brian Ballard angered Trump,” Rachael 
Bade and Caitlin Oprysko, May 8, 2025, https://www.politico.com/news/2025/05/08/ballard-trump-wiles-lobbyist-
00333953. 
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the lost competition that would otherwise have resulted from UnitedHealth’s acquisition 
of Amedisys.”33 

- January 2026 rubber-stamping of the proposed merger between Compass and 
Anywhere: In September 2025, Compass, Inc. (Compass) and Anywhere Real Estate, 
Inc. (Anywhere) announced a $1.6 billion deal to merge, proposing to combine the two 
largest residential real estate brokerages in the United States, resulting in the largest agent
network in the country controlling nearly 20 percent of U.S. homes sales volume,34 and 
up to 70 percent in certain areas,35 potentially limiting consumer choice and exacerbating 
the housing crisis.36 Given the size of the transaction, Antitrust Division staff had 
“recommended an in-depth investigation” of the merger, and the merging parties 
themselves did not expect the deal to close until late 2026.37 But then Compass hired 
Mike Davis – the same individual who helped broker the HPE/Juniper merger 
settlement38 – “to help win approval for the merger.”39 Davis reportedly “successfully 
argued to DOJ officials above antitrust chief Gail Slater that the deal didn’t require 
extended antitrust scrutiny.”40 Reporting indicates that Davis is close to Acting Attorney 
General Todd Blanche and other DOJ officials, and speaks to President Trump 
frequently.41 On January 9, 2026, Compass announced it had completed its acquisition of 

32 U.S. Department of Justice, “Justice Department Requires Broad Divestitures to Resolve Challenge to 
UnitedHealth’s Acquisition of Amedisys,” press release, August 7, 2025, https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-
department-requires-broad-divestitures-resolve-challenge-unitedhealths-acquisition.  33 U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division, Federal Register Notice, “United States, et al. v. UnitedHealth 
Group Incorporated, et al.; Proposed Final Judgment and Competitive Impact Statement,” August 14, 2015, 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/14/2025-15486/united-states-et-al-v-unitedhealth-
groupincorporated-et-al-proposed-final-judgment-and-competitive (emphasis added). 34 Barron’s, “Compass’s Anywhere Acquisition Gets It More Than Just Scale,” Shaina Mishkin, September 23, 
2025, https://www.barrons.com/articles/compass-stock-anywhere-merger-real-estate-housing-market-f762ea80; 
NPR, “Compass-Anywhere real estate merger could squeeze small brokerages,” Scott Neuman, September 29, 2025,
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/29/nx-s1-5554360/real-estate-compass-anywhere-brokerages. 35 Compass, “The #1 Brokerage in the North Bay, The Bay Area & U.S.,” 
https://www.chcteam.com/userfiles/news/articles/documents/1389/MarinNorth-BayMarket-Share---Mid-2025.pdf; 
The New York Times, “Compass Acquires Top Rival, Creating World’s Largest Brokerage,” Dorie Chevlen, 
January 9, 2026, https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/09/realestate/compass-anywhere-real-estate-merger.html.  36 The Wall Street Journal, “Brokerage Giant Compass Agrees to Acquire Rival Anywhere for $1.6 Billion,” Nicole 
Friedman, September 22, 2025, https://www.wsj.com/real-estate/brokerage-giant-compass-agrees-to-acquire-rival-
anywhere-for-1-6-billion-1680a8c3; NPR, “Compass-Anywhere real estate merger could squeeze small brokerages,”
Scott Neuman, September 29, 2025, https://www.npr.org/2025/09/29/nx-s1-5554360/real-estate-compass-anywhere-
brokerages. 37 Bloomberg, “DOJ Allows Compass-Anywhere Deal After Overruling Staff,” Leah Nylen and Alexandra S. 
Levine, January 9, 2026, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-09/doj-allows-compass-anywhere-
deal-over-staff-antitrust-concerns.38 The Capitol Forum, “HPE/Juniper: As Fight Between DOJ Leadership and Antitrust Division Broils, Tunney Act 
Proceeding Looms,” July 24, 2025, https://thecapitolforum.com/hpe-juniper-as-fight-between-doj-leadership-and-
antitrust-division-broils/.39 Bloomberg, “DOJ Allows Compass-Anywhere Deal After Overruling Staff,” Leah Nylen and Alexandra S. 
Levine, January 9, 2026, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-09/doj-allows-compass-anywhere-
deal-over-staff-antitrust-concerns.40 Id.41 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.
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Anywhere – well before the deal’s expected closing date.42 Slater and Antitrust Division 
staff, who had raised antitrust concerns regarding the Compass/Anywhere merger, were 
reportedly “blocked by senior Trump administration officials,” including then-Deputy 
Attorney General Todd Blanche, from delving into the merger’s potential anticompetitive
consequences.43 Antitrust lawyers have noted “it was highly unusual for Justice 
Department leaders to intervene at that stage to prevent antitrust staff from collecting 
more information.”44

- February 2026 failure to extend the waiting period for Paramount’s proposed 
acquisition of Warner Bros. and meeting with Netflix CEO ahead of Netflix’s 
withdrawal of its bid for Warner Bros.: In October 2025, Warner Brothers Discovery 
(Warner Bros.) launched a formal auction process for the company’s assets,45 and 
Paramount Discovery (Paramount) and Netflix ended up as the final bidders.46 The sale of
Warner Bros. to either of these media giants would have raised significant antitrust 
concerns: a merger of Paramount Skydance (owner of CBS, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Comedy Central, Nickelodeon, and more) and Warner Bros. (which owns CNN, HBO 
Max, HGTV, Discovery+, TBS, Cartoon Network, and more) “would be a tectonic shift 
for the media industry.”47 A merger of Netflix and Warner Bros. would have combined 
Netflix’s giant 300+ million-subscriber streaming business48 with competitor Warner 
Bros.’s HBO Max and Discovery+, which have more than 122 million subscribers.49 Both
Netflix and Paramount hired Ballard Partners to lobby the Trump administration, paying 

42 The New York Times, “Compass Acquires Top Rival, Creating World’s Largest Brokerage,” Dorie Chevlen, 
January 9, 2026, https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/09/realestate/compass-anywhere-real-estate-merger.html. 43 Bloomberg, “DOJ Allows Compass-Anywhere Deal After Overruling Staff,” Leah Nylen and Alexandra S. 
Levine, January 9, 2026, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-09/doj-allows-compass-anywhere-
deal-over-staff-antitrust-concerns.44 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.45 New York Post, “Warner Bros. Discovery launches formal auction as it seeks bidding war for media giant: 
sources,” Charles Gasparino, October 23, 2025, https://nypost.com/2025/10/23/business/warner-bros-discovery-
launches-formal-auction-of-media-giant-sources/.46 CNBC, “Read Paramount’s argument for why its WBD buyout offer is superior to splitting the company,” Alex 
Sherman, November 5, 2025, https://www.cnbc.com/2025/11/05/warner-bros-discovery-wbd-sale-split-plans-
deadline.html. 47 The New York Times, “Three Offers in One Month: Paramount’s Secret Pursuit of Warner Bros. Discovery,” 
Lauren Hirsch and Andrew Ross Sorkin, October 22, 2025, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/22/business/dealbook/paramounts-secret-bids-warner-bros-discovery.html; The 
New York Times, “Batman, Captain Kirk, CBS and CNN All Under One Roof?” Keith Collins and Benjamin 
Mullin, October 21, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/10/21/business/media/paramount-warner-bros-
merger.html; The U.S. Sun, “Animation Domination Who Owns Cartoon Network,” Kevin Quinitchett, July 9, 
2024, https://www.the-sun.com/money/11871650/cartoon-network-owner-founder/. 48 Variety, “Netflix Q1 Results Top Expectations as Streamer Stops Reporting Subscriber Counts,” Todd Spangler, 
April 17, 2025, https://variety.com/2025/tv/news/netflix-q1-2025-earnings-financial-results-subscriber-counts-
1236371830/. 49 The Hollywood Reporter, “Warner Bros. Discovery Adds 5.3 Million Streaming Subs as Losses Narrow, Studios 
Slow on Tough Box Office,” Alex Weprin and Etan Vlessing, May 8, 2025, 
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/warner-bros-discovery-q1-2025-earnings-streaming-
growth-1236210369/.   
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Ballard $200,00050 and $360,000,51 respectively. On December 5, 2025, Netflix 
announced it had reached a deal to acquire Warner Bros.’s studio and streaming business 
for $82.7 billion.52 Three days later, David Ellison, CEO of Paramount, announced a rival
$108.4 billion hostile bid to take over the company.53

During this process, President Trump appeared to open the door for improper political 
influence over the antitrust process for both Netflix and Paramount, vowing to be 
“personally involved in deciding the transaction,”54 and reportedly indicating that he 
wanted the companies “to compete for his approval.”55 Despite then-Attorney General 
Bondi’s previously employment at Ballard, which was hired by both bidders, a 
spokesperson indicated that she would “oversee this merger,”56 though federal law directs
executive branch officials to recuse themselves from the party matters of former 
employers they worked for in the past year,57 and Bondi worked for Ballard Partners as 
recently as January 2025.58

Ultimately, in February 2026, Paramount became the winning bid to acquire Warner 
Bros. In late 2025, long before the completion of the bidding process, Paramount 

50 Ballard Partners, Lobbying Report on behalf of Netflix, April 16, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/fb04688f-85c0-4300-895d-c31c790cb0f2/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Netflix, July 16, 2025, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/afd21e76-e6e0-45d9-9856-
bb6d2770cd34/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying Report on behalf of Netflix, October 16, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/a062c093-778c-4315-aa80-4c5dede682a2/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Netflix, January 15, 2026, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/530577ab-83d1-48d8-ad2f-
67cfeb6e0e0e/print/. 51 Ballard Partners, Lobbying Report on behalf of Paramount, April 17, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/0f694caf-bc6b-44f6-8942-015d93e091c4/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Paramount, July 16, 2025, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/4ff7bcd7-77a8-4b52-9a5c-
62e4900d34e0/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying Report on behalf of Paramount, October 17, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/516056ef-6ff1-401b-9f02-578468932946/print/; Ballard Partners, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Paramount, January 15, 2026, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/655fc77c-5a42-4ae9-bbd8-
2ba033b50bcf/print/. 52 The Guardian, “Netflix agrees to buy Warner Bros Discovery studio and streaming business in $83bn deal,” Mark 
Sweney, December 5, 2025, https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/dec/05/netflix-frontrunner-warner-bros-
discovery-streaming-and-studio-sale. 53 The Guardian, “Why has Paramount Skydance launched a hostile bid for Warner Bros Discovery – and what 
happens now?,” Lauren Aratani and Jeremy Barr, December 8, 2025, 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/dec/08/paramount-skydance-warner-bros-discovery-explainer-hostile-
bid.  54 Politico, “Inside the Warner Bros. lobbying bonanza,” Daniel Lippman and Caitlin Oprysko, December 8, 2025, 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/08/inside-the-warner-bros-lobbying-bonanza-00682276. 55 The Wall Street Journal, “Behind Paramount’s Relentless Campaign to Woo Warner Discovery and President 
Trump,” Joe Flint, Brian Schwartz, and Natalie Andrews, December 8, 2025, 
https://www.wsj.com/business/media/paramount-netflix-warner-bros-battle-ellisons-a86fe15c. 56 Id. 57 5 CFR 2635.502; Letter from Pam Bondi to Designated Agency Ethics Official Jolene Ann Lauria, January 14, 
2025, https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/FC3B6F6F496E257B85258C150032F344/%24FILE/
Bondi,%20Pam%20%20finalEA.pdf.58 U.S. Office of Government Ethics, “Public Financial Disclosure Report (OGE Form 278e),” Pam Bondi, January 
3, 2025, 
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/PAS+Index/ABF60CD8EC97BBB585258C150032DCB2/$FILE/Bondi
%2C%20Pam%20%20final278.pdf. 
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submitted its offer to take over Warner Bros. to DOJ’s Antitrust Division for review.59 On
February 20, 2026, Paramount announced that DOJ had allowed the statutory waiting 
period required under antitrust law to expire.60 The waiting period requires companies to 
defer closing a transaction before DOJ has the opportunity to review, and DOJ has the 
ability to extend the waiting period by requesting additional information. However, 
recent DOJ comments could indicate that the transaction remains under review.61 On 
February 24, 2026, Paramount increased its bid for Warner Bros. from $30 per share to 
$31 per share.62 And on February 26, 2026, Netflix CEO Ted Sarandos met with DOJ 
officials, and mere hours later, Netflix dropped its bid to acquire Warner Bros,63 leaving 
Paramount as the presumptive winner of the bidding war. These events raise questions 
regarding whether Trump administration officials pressured Netflix to drop its bid in 
favor of Paramount, and regarding how seriously DOJ is assessing the antitrust concerns 
present in Paramount’s proposal – particularly given President Trump’s reported 
preference and “implicit support for”64 Paramount’s bid in part resulting from his friendly
relationship with Paramount CEO David Ellison and his father Larry Ellison.65

- February 2026 ouster of Assistant Attorney General Slater: In February 2026, weeks 
before Netflix dropped its bid to acquire Warner Bros., Assistant Attorney General Gail 
Slater was ousted from the Department following months of tensions between Slater and 
senior DOJ officials, including then-Attorney General Bondi and then-Deputy Attorney 
General Blanche.66 Slater had apparently “told companies not to try to engage with the 
administration via Trump-aligned lobbyists and consultants.”67 Mike Davis, the lobbyist 
who represented several companies before DOJ, including HPE and Compass, took credit
for Slater’s ouster, boasting, “I recommended her hiring. And her firing,”68 and declared 

59 U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Form 8-K by Paramount Skydance, December 8, 2025, p. 8, 
https://ir.paramount.com/static-files/a1766ced-5949-4367-a5f3-4b01ef7e5e1b. 60 Variety, “Paramount Skydance, Which Doesn’t Have a Deal to Buy Warner Bros. Discovery, Claims Its Proposed
WBD Takeover Has Cleared DOJ Antitrust Review,” Todd Spangler, February 20, 2026, 
https://variety.com/2026/film/news/paramount-warner-bros-discovery-doj-antitrust-review-1236668276/. 61 Reuters, “Exclusive: DOJ antitrust head says Paramount–Warner Bros deal review is not political,” Josh Godoy, 
March 18, 2026, https://www.reuters.com/world/doj-antitrust-head-says-paramountwarner-bros-deal-review-is-not-
political-2026-03-18/. (On March 18, Acting Antitrust Division Chief Omeed Assefi stated that DOJ will 
“absolutely not” fast track its approval of Paramount’s bid to take over Warner Bros.)62 CNBC, “WBD says Paramount raised its bid to $31 per share, board will weigh offer against Netflix deal,” Alex 
Sherman, February 24, 2026, https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/24/warner-bros-discovery-paramount-higher-bid-
netflix.html. 63 Axios, “Scoop: Netflix’s White House meeting that never was,” Sara Fischer, March 3, 2026, 
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/03/netflix-sarandos-trump-white-house-wbd-deal. 64 CNN Business, “David Ellison may have a ‘Trump card’ — literally — in Warner Bros. Discovery pursuit,” Brian
Stelter, October 23, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/23/media/ellison-wbd-trump-warner-bros-discovery-bid. 65 New York Post, “How secret ‘side deal’ helped seal Paramount’s $16M settlement with Trump — and here’s who
deserves the credit,” Charles Gasparino, July 2, 2025, https://nypost.com/2025/07/02/media/how-secret-side-deal-
helped-seal-paramounts-16m-settlement-with-trump/. 66 CBS News, “Trump officials oust Abigail Slater as DOJ's antitrust chief, sources say,” Jennifer Jacobs and Sarah 
N. Lynch, February 12, 2026, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/abigail-slater-out-as-dojs-anti-trust-chief/. 67 CBS News, “Tension over antitrust division crops up inside Trump administration, sources say,” Jennifer Jacobs 
and Jacob Rosen, July 16, 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/top-trump-administration-antitrust-official-faces-
criticism-over-approach-sources-say/. 68 Post on X by Gabe Kaminsky, February 12, 2026, https://x.com/gekaminsky/status/2022076820678496386?s=46; 
The Free Press, “Trump’s Tough-Talking Antitrust Chief Is Pushed Out,” Gabe Kaminsky, February 12, 2026, 
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“Good riddance” minutes after her departure became public.69 A senior White House 
official reportedly said Davis played a role in Slater’s ouster.70

- March 2026 settlement of the lawsuit alleging illegal monopolization by Live Nation-
Ticketmaster: In May 2024, DOJ and a bipartisan coalition of 40 attorneys general sued 
Ticketmaster and parent company Live Nation, alleging illegal monopolization of the live
concert industry, resulting in higher prices for consumers (including imposing fees 
amounting to a “Ticketmaster Tax”).71 DOJ sought to break up Live Nation and 
Ticketmaster to remedy the harm.72 In 2025, Live Nation donated $500,000 to President 
Trump’s inauguration committee.73 Live Nation also hired Mike Davis and Kellyanne 
Conway, reportedly to pressure DOJ to abandon the lawsuit, “sidelin[ing]” Slater.74 And 
President Trump himself reportedly “intervened” in the Antitrust Division’s investigation
into Live Nation, and “urg[ed] aides to reach a settlement.”75 In early March 2026, one 
week into the trial, and just weeks after Slater was ousted, DOJ agreed to settle claims 
against Live Nation with no requirement to break off Ticketmaster.76 Reporting indicates 
the trial lawyers from the Antitrust Division learned of the settlement only when it was 
brought to the judge overseeing the case, suggesting senior DOJ officials and lobbyists 
sidelined Antitrust Division experts.77

- March 2026 clearance of the merger between Nexstar and TEGNA: In August 2025, 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (Nexstar), the nation’s largest owner of broadcast stations, 
announced a $6.2 billion deal to acquire its direct competitor TEGNA Inc. (TEGNA).78 

https://www.thefp.com/p/trumps-tough-talking-antitrust-chief. 69 Post on X by Mike Davis, February 12, 2026, https://x.com/mrddmia/status/2021978100586995761?s=46; The 
Washington Post, “Justice Dept.’s head of antitrust departs amid tensions on enforcement,” Perry Stein and Cat 
Zakrzewski, February 12, 2026, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/02/12/gail-slater-antitrust-
resignation/. 70 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.71 U.S., et al. v. Live Nation and Ticketmaster, (S.D.N.Y., 2024), Complaint, p. 6, 
https://www.justice.gov/atr/media/1353101/dl; Politico, “Live Nation reaches settlement with DOJ in antitrust 
fight,” Yasmin Khorram, March 9, 2026, https://www.politico.com/news/2026/03/09/live-nation-reaches-settlement-
with-doj-in-antitrust-fight-00818564. 72 Id.73 TicketNews, “Live Nation Donated $500,000 to Trump Inauguration Committee,” Dave Clark, April 2025, 
https://www.ticketnews.com/2025/04/live-nation-donated-500000-to-trump-inauguration-committee/. 74 Semafor, “Live Nation settlement talks are dividing Trump’s DOJ,” Rohan Goswami, Liz Hoffman, and Ben 
Smith, February 8, 2026, https://www.semafor.com/article/02/08/2026/live-nation-settlement-talks-are-dividing-
trumps-justice-department. 75 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.76 NPR, “Live Nation and Justice Department reach settlement in antitrust case,” Isabella Gomez Sarmiento, March 
9, 2026, https://www.npr.org/2026/03/09/nx-s1-5742433/live-nation-ticketmaster-doj-antitrust-case; Live Nation, 
“Live Nation Entertainment Full Year And Fourth Quarter 2025 Results,” press release, February 19, 2026, 
https://newsroom.livenation.com/news/live-nation-entertainment-full-year-and-fourth-quarter-2025-results/.77 Law360, “DOJ Deal With Live Nation Throws Antitrust Trial Into Disarray,” Pete Brush, March 9, 2026, 
https://www.law360.com/competition/articles/2450319. 78 Nexstar, “Nexstar Media Group, Inc. Enters into Definitive Agreement To Acquire TEGNA Inc. for $6.2 Billion 
in Accretive Transaction,” press release, August 19, 2025, https://www.nexstar.tv/nexstar-media-group-inc-enters-
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Nexstar controls 201 stations and serves more than a third of local TV households 
nationally, while Tegna owns 64 TV stations in 51 markets, 35 of which overlap with 
Nexstar.79 The deal raises substantial concerns under antitrust law because it eliminates 
competition between current competitors and would lead to a single company controlling 
more than 60 percent of the local media market share in several important media 
markets.80 Anticipating the need for DOJ and Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) approval, Nexstar has apparently worked to get in the good graces of the Trump 
administration, including by preempting Jimmy Kimmel’s late night show following 
criticism from Trump and FCC Chairman Carr,81 styling itself as “the anti-fake news,”82 
and pledging to “eliminat[e] the level of activist journalism out there.”83 Nexstar hired the
firm of Jeff Miller, a finance chair for President Trump’s second inauguration,84 to lobby 
the administration on its behalf, paying Miller Strategies $510,000 in 2025,85 in addition 
to the nearly $3.2 million it spent on lobbying in-house in 2025.86 On March 19, 2026, 

into-definitive-agreement-to-acquire-tegna-inc-for-6-2-billion-in-accretive-transaction/. 79 The New York Times, “TV Giant Nexstar Agrees to Acquire a Rival, Tegna, for $6.2 Billion,” Benjamin Mullin, 
August 19, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/business/media/nexstar-tegna-deal.html; Associated Press, 
“Nexstar Media Group buying Tegna in deal worth $6.2 billion,” Wyatte Grantham-Philips and Michelle Chapman, 
August 21, 2025, https://apnews.com/article/nexstar-tegna-newsnation-cw-
trumpc1743d55103a809ea31c5c7c7c4c0c87.80 Plaintiff States v. Nexstar and TEGNA, (E.D. Cal., 2026), Complaint, pp. 18-19, 
https://www.law360.com/articles/2455012/attachments/0. 81 The New York Times, “ABC Pulls Jimmy Kimmel Off Air for Charlie Kirk Comments After F.C.C. Pressure,” 
John Koblin, Michael M. Grynbaum, and Brooks Barnes, September 17, 2025, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/17/business/media/abc-jimmy-kimmel.html; CNN, “ABC yanks Jimmy 
Kimmel’s show ‘indefinitely’ after threat from Trump’s FCC chair,” Brian Stelter, Elizabeth Wagmeister, and Liam 
Reilly, September 17, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/17/media/jimmy-kimmel-charlie-kirk-trump-fcc-
brendan-carr; Nexstar, “Nexstar ABC Affiliates To Preempt ‘Jimmy Kimmel Live!’ Indefinitely Beginning 
Tonight,” press release, September 17, 2025, https://www.nexstar.tv/nexstar-abc-affiliates-to-preempt-jimmy-
kimmel-live-indefinitely-beginning-tonight/. 82 The Hollywood Reporter, “‘We Are the Anti-Fake News’: Nexstar Makes Its Case to the FCC for Tegna 
Takeover,” Alex Weprin, November 18, 2025, https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/nexstar-
tegna-fcc-application-perry-sook-1236430334/. 83 The Hollywood Reporter, “Nexstar CEO Wants to ‘Move With a Sense of Urgency’ on Consolidation With GOP 
Control Likely,” Alex Weprin, November 7, 2024, 
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/nexstar-moves-consolidate-trump-administration-
1236055761/. 84 Politico, “The swamp gets rich off of Trump upheaval,” Caitlin Oprysko, October 22, 2025, 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/10/22/lobbying-trump-kstreet-tariffs-00618410. 85 Miller Strategies, Lobbying Report on behalf of Nexstar, April 21, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/d75990e1-e800-470c-b881-73c8600f90e1/print/; Miller Strategies, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Nexstar, July 21, 2025, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/f938abea-1524-40c4-8e68-
5c702f1909d3/print/; Miller Strategies, Lobbying Report on behalf of Nexstar, October 20, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/b4fd9899-f808-4307-a8ff-6ef67e4ddaa7/print/; Miller Strategies, Lobbying 
Report on behalf of Nexstar, January 20, 2026, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/53bbce37-0581-4326-b980-
1994ba607d96/print/. 86 Nexstar, Lobbying Report on behalf of Nexstar, January 16, 2026, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/f65b8290-
0d01-4c6d-9368-aaf6974437eb/print/; Nexstar, Lobbying Report on behalf of Nexstar, October 17, 2025, 
https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/7bd746a5-3426-4569-b0a5-660173ab7036/print/; Nexstar, Lobbying Report on 
behalf of Nexstar, April 21, 2025, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/d4a1c12c-eb34-43de-90b4-ed665e3fe793/
print/; Nexstar, Lobbying Report on behalf of Nexstar, July 18, 2025, https://lda.gov/filings/public/filing/4ff5337f-
1969-4e5d-8bf7-318f16fb335d/print/. 
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Nexstar announced that the FCC and DOJ had approved the acquisition with modest 
divestitures that do not resolve the deal’s anticompetitive concerns.87

These cases reveal an alarming pattern of behavior in which top DOJ officials have repeatedly 
overridden antitrust enforcement efforts, potentially at the urging of politically connected 
corporate lobbyists and influence peddlers, regardless of the merits of the antitrust issues raised 
in the matters before the DOJ, including proposed mergers. Indeed, as of March 2026, the 
Antitrust Division had not blocked a transaction on antitrust grounds since President Trump took 
office this term,88 and DOJ has allowed a host of concerning mergers to proceed without a 
challenge.89 Even Trump loyalists at DOJ are reportedly “alarmed” by the administration’s 
merger approval process, which “casts a shadow over the Justice Department’s integrity.”90 
Antitrust staff have noted that, with respect to deals to resolve antitrust challenges, senior DOJ 
leadership “hammered out terms themselves,” and lobbyists like Davis – who rakes in as much 
as $300,000 a month from clients, plus additional fees in the millions – “appeal[] decisions to up 
the food chain in the Justice Department,” sidelining antitrust experts.91 A Wall Street Journal 
investigation has found that “Davis pushed antitrust officials at the Justice Department to 
approve his deals – and he went over their heads when they wouldn’t comply,” and that “some 
mergers now get approval or draw mild settlements based on political ties rather than public 
interest.”92

Antitrust enforcement should promote competition and help workers and families based on the 
law and facts of the case, not political favors worked out with well-connected lobbyists. We ask 
that you determine whether current and former DOJ officials have engaged in improper, 
inappropriate, or illegal conduct that has negatively affected antitrust enforcement, including 
with respect to the incidents described above, and answer the following questions by April 29, 
2026:

1. Are companies seeking DOJ antitrust approval for mergers or acquisitions seeking to 
influence law enforcement actions with contributions to the President for his presidential 
library or White House ballroom, or any other means? If so, has this affected DOJ’s 
enforcement of antitrust laws?

87 Variety, “Nexstar Claims Its $6.2 Billion Deal for Tegna Has Closed Following DOJ and FCC Approvals — After
Eight States, DirecTV Sued to Block It,” Todd Spangler, March 19, 2026, https://variety.com/2026/tv/news/nexstar-
closes-tegna-deal-doj-fcc-approvals-lawsuits-1236694538/. 88 Bloomberg Law, “Paramount Deal Still Under US Review, With Challenge Unlikely,” Leah Nylen and Josh 
Sisco, March 2, 2026, https://news.bloomberglaw.com/antitrust/paramount-deal-still-under-us-review-with-
challenge-unlikely?context=search&index=1.89 DICK’s, “DICK’S Sporting Goods Completes Acquisition of Foot Locker,” press release, September 8, 2025, 
https://investors.dicks.com/news/news-details/2025/DICKS-Sporting-Goods-Completes-Acquisition-of-Foot-
Locker/default.aspx; Reddy Ice, “Reddy Ice Announces Successful Closing of the Acquisition of Arctic Glacier,” 
press release, February 18, 2026, https://www.reddyice.com/news/reddy-ice-announces-successful-closing-of-the-
acquisition-of-arctic-glacier/. 90 The Wall Street Journal, “The Threats and Bare-Knuckle Tactics of MAGA’s Top Antitrust Fixer,” Dana Mattioli,
Rebecca Ballhaus, and Josh Dawsey, March 20, 2026, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/law/lobbyists-antitrust-trump-
davis-f6a02e04.91 Id.92 Id.
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2. Have any former clients or employers of senior DOJ officials, or companies that have
hired former clients or employers of senior DOJ officials, received favorable treatment by
DOJ during the Trump administration, including processes or results that deviate from
common practice?

3. Did DOJ officials meet with Ballard lobbyists or representatives in any of the cases
described above? If so:

a. On what days did these meetings occur?
b. Who participated in these meetings?
c. What was discussed?
d. What was the outcome of these meetings?

4. Did then-Attorney General Bondi take any part in any matters involving the Warner Bros.
sale or any matters in which she should have recused herself? If so, what role did she
play?

5. Have any senior DOJ officials formally or informally influenced specific party matters
involving their former clients or employers?

a. If so, what was the nature of this influence, and the outcome of the matter?
6. To what extent has the participation of senior DOJ officials in any matters affecting their

former clients or employers, or matters affecting companies that have hired their former
clients or employers, affected the credibility and integrity of the decision-making process
at DOJ?

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Amy Klobuchar
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Ranking Member
House Committee on the 
Judiciary

Becca Balint
Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress
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