ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR

1400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren
United States Senate 2 3 APR 2026
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Warren:

Thank you for your letter dated April 8, 2026, to the Deputy Secretary of War regarding
Stars and Stripes (Stripes). I am responding on behalf of the Deputy Secretary.

As ] wrote in my April 8, 2026, letter to you, Stripes has a long history of providing
unofficial and independent news and information to Service members, and this function will
continue. However, Stripes must modernize to remain relevant and viable in a digital age in
which news and information are readily available globally. Due largely to technological
developments and the global availability of information, the current environment is
fundamentally different from the era in which Stripes was established to help U.S. Service
members overseas maintain a connection to American society.

With the U.S. military comprising an increasingly niche segment of the overall
population, the primary justification for Stripes' continued existence is to deliver content,
specifically relevant to Service members and their families, that is not usually covered by
commercial media. There is no longer an operational need to serve as a reprint vehicle for
commercial news publications that are otherwise readily accessible.

Stripes will remain editorially independent of the military chain of command, military
public affairs activities, or other external influences, and without censorship or propaganda.
However, Stripes must still operate as a fiscally sound and efficient business enterprise that is
fully accountable to Department leadership for transforming itself to best serve today’s U.S.
military community.

Please see below for responses to the seven questions you submitted in your letter:

1. Why did DoD withdraw the DoD rule that required Stars and Stripes to provide
independent journalism to the military community under the principles of the First
Amendment?

The rule was unnecessary principally because it related to the internal
management of the agency and its personnel, therefore there was no need for it to
be in the Code of Federal Regulations.

2. Who sits on the Stars and Stripes Advisory Group, and how were they selected?

As indicated in procedures enclosed with the Deputy Secretary of War's
memorandum, **Modernization of Stars and Stripes Operations, " dated March 9,



2026, the Stars and Stripes Advisory Group falls under the purview of the Stripes
Publisher. The Stripes Publisher appoints members after seeking concurrence
from my office. The Stripes Publisher has not yet reached out to discuss his
proposed appointees.

Which non-member subject matter experts has the Stars and Stripes Advisory
Group consulted? Why were they consulted?

The Stripes Publisher has not yet established this group. It is the responsibility of
the Stripes Publisher to seek non-member subject matter experts to provide the
group with relevant industry perspectives.

What Stars and Stripes articles has DoD determined were not consistent with
good order and discipline"? Has DoD withheld any stories from publication at
Stars and Stripes?

The language concerning good order and discipline has not led to any Stripes
articles being withheld from publication. This language is intended to ensure that
Stripes, as a publication that serves the U.S. military community, operates in
support of good order and discipline of the military.

How many Ombudsman reports have been sent to the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs office since the issuance of the March
9, 2026, order?

None were submitted.

a. Please provide all original copies of Ombudsman reports and Congressional
correspondence from the Stars and Stripes ombudsman transmitted to OSDLA
since the issuance of the March 9, 2026 memo.

None were submitted.

b. Has DoD LA modified, redacted, or in any other manner altered the content of
material provided by the Ombudsman to be directed to Congress since March
9,2026?

No reports have been submitted.

How many waivers authorizing the reprint of commercial wire stories has DoD
issued to Stars and Stripes since March 9, 20267

No exceptions have been requested.

a. How many commercial wire stories have Stars and Stripes editors requested to
be reprinted that have been denied by DoD leadership since March 9, 2026?
Please provide a list of any such stories withheld from publication and the

rationale for their removal.

No exceptions have been requested.



7. Why were Stars and Stripes staff not included in decision-making of policy
updates to Stars and Stripes management or notified of changes once they were
issued?

Much of the language included had been previously coordinated with the Stripes
Publisher and Ombudsman as part of broader policy discussions over the last
several years. Contrary to public statements by Stripes personnel, the Stripes
Publisher was provided with a copy of the Deputy Secretary of War's March 9,
2026, memo on the same day it was signed.

a. Will any representatives of Stars and Stripes be included in the Department's
efforts to update the policy regarding Stars and Stripes, DoD Directive
(DoDD) 5122.11, as per the March 9, 2026 memo?

My staff has already sought and received input from both the Stripes Publisher
and Stripes Ombudsman on the draft update to DoD Directive (DoDD) 5122.11.

I am sending an identical letter to the other signatories of your letter.




