
March 3, 2026 

President Donald J. Trump 
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500  

Dear President Trump: 

The Supreme Court struck down your chaotic tariffs that have cost the average American 
household roughly $1,700.1 The American people are now entitled to a full refund. But a shocking 
report from last week indicates that Administration officials are advancing a government-wide 
campaign to avoid paying these refunds.2 According to this report:  

Officials across the Trump administration are scrambling to devise legal strategies that would 
allow the government to keep billions of dollars in tariff revenue.3 

In public, you have also indicated an unwillingness to pay back the tariffs, first asserting with no 
rationale that the Supreme Court should “readjudicat[e]” the decision, and then, in court at the end 
of last week, your Department of Justice asked to slow-walk the refund adjudication until at least 
June—a request that was swiftly denied.4 

This is deeply troubling: if your Administration is successful in its campaign to avoid paying back 
illegally collected tariffs, it would amount to a theft in broad daylight from each and every 
American family that has paid the price of your failed economic agenda.5 

1 Joint Economic Committee, “American Families Have Paid More Than $1,700 Each in Tariff Costs Since Trump 
Entered Office,” February 2026, https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-d40a-465f-9e88-
09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf. 
2 Politico, “Trump’s next tariff fight: Keeping the money,” Megan Messerly and Daniel Desrochers, February 26, 
2026, https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/26/trumps-next-tariff-fight-keeping-the-money-00799774.  
3 Politico, “Trump’s next tariff fight: Keeping the money,” Megan Messerly and Daniel Desrochers, February 26, 
2026, https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/26/trumps-next-tariff-fight-keeping-the-money-00799774.  
4 Truth Social by Donald J. Trump, February 27, 2026, 
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116144649664906576; Politico Pro, “Trump team urges appeals 
court not to rush tariff refund process,” February 28, 2026, https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2026/02/trump-
team-urges-appeals-court-not-to-rush-tariff-refund-process-00805544; Bloomberg, “Trump Administration Loses 
Push to Delay Tariff Refund Fight,” Zoe Tillman, March 2, 2026, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-
02/trump-administration-loses-push-to-delay-tariff-refund-fight. 
5 Joint Economic Committee, “American Families Have Paid More Than $1,700 Each in Tariff Costs Since Trump 
Entered Office,” February 2026, https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-d40a-465f-9e88-
09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf.  

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-d40a-465f-9e88-09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-d40a-465f-9e88-09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/26/trumps-next-tariff-fight-keeping-the-money-00799774
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/26/trumps-next-tariff-fight-keeping-the-money-00799774
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116144649664906576
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2026/02/trump-team-urges-appeals-court-not-to-rush-tariff-refund-process-00805544
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2026/02/trump-team-urges-appeals-court-not-to-rush-tariff-refund-process-00805544
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2026/02/trump-team-urges-appeals-court-not-to-rush-tariff-refund-process-00805544
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-02/trump-administration-loses-push-to-delay-tariff-refund-fight?srnd=undefined
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-02/trump-administration-loses-push-to-delay-tariff-refund-fight?srnd=undefined
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-d40a-465f-9e88-09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-d40a-465f-9e88-09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf


2 

Despite your campaign promises to lower costs on “day one,” prices have skyrocketed since you 
took office last year.6 The cost of everyday items has risen significantly—prices on everything 
from cleaning supplies to cars have increased because of your short-sighted and indiscriminate 
tariffs.7 Though you claimed foreign companies would simply “eat” the costs, Americans have 
footed the bill for nearly all of your tariffs.8 Families have been hit especially hard: recent studies 
indicate that the tariffs have robbed American families of roughly $1,700 on average and that 
consumers will end up paying for 95 percent of your across-the-board tariffs.9 

No court decision can undo the massive damage your chaotic tariffs have caused, but the 
Administration has a responsibility to do everything in its power to ensure that it returns the 
money it illegally took from the American people. Instead of quickly announcing your plans to do 
so, however, you doubled down, first refusing to commit to refunding the money, and then 
immediately imposing fresh new tariffs—creating the opportunity for even more price hikes.10  
And now we learn that behind closed doors, Administration officials are “scrambling” to identify 
pathways—of dubious legality—to keep the $175 billion collected over the last year.11   
The fact that Administration officials are desperately searching for mechanisms to keep illegally 
collected tariffs is inexplicable and breaks the promise you made to the American public that you 
would “fight[] for [them] with every breath in [your] body.”12 

It is not too late to reverse course. I ask that you provide the American public with a plan to return 
the tariff payments that your administration imposed on them illegally no later than March 6, 
2026. 

6 Center for American Progress, “A Year in Review: How the Trump Administration’s Economic Policies Made Life 
Less Affordable for Americans,” January 20, 2026, https://www.americanprogress.org/article/a-year-in-review-how-
the-trump-administrations-economic-policies-made-life-less-affordable-for-americans.  
7 Id..  
8 Yahoo! Finance, “Trump said foreign countries would ‘eat’ tariffs—but U.S. consumers and businesses will 
actually pay 75% at best,” Eleanor Pringle, August 11, 2025,  https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-said-foreign-
countries-eat-101540949.html; Kiel Institute for the World Economy, “Americaʼs Own Goal: Who Pays the Tariffs?,” 
Julian Hinz, Aaron Lohmann, Hendrik Mahlkow, and Anna Vorwig, January 2026, p. 2, 
https://www.kielinstitut.de/fileadmin/Dateiverwaltung/IfW-Publications/fis-import/92fb3f30-07b8-4dcf-b2bc-
fbefb831f1a1-KPB201_EN.pdf.  
9 Joint Economic Committee – Minority, “American Families Have Paid More Than $1,700 Each in Tariff Costs 
Since Trump Entered Office,” February 2026, https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7cc03e65-
d40a-465f-9e88-09dd53d3502f/jec-fact-sheet-on-cost-of-tariffs-for-families-update.pdf; Congressional Budget Office, 
“The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2026 to 2036,” February 2026, p. 46, https://www.cbo.gov/system/
files/2026-02/61882-Outlook-2026.pdf.    
10 CNN, “The $134-billion question: Who will get a tariff refund?,” Elisabeth Buchwald, February 20, 2026,  https://
www.cnn.com/2026/02/20/economy/the-usd130-billion-question-who-will-get-a-tariff-refund; The White House, 
“Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Imposes a Temporary Import Duty to Address Fundamental International 
Payment Problems,” February 20, 2026, https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2026/02/fact-sheet-president-
donald-j-trump-imposes-a-temporary-import-duty-to-address-fundamental-international-payment-problems/. 11 
Politico, “Trump’s next tariff fight: Keeping the money,” Megan Messerly and Daniel Desrochers, February 26, 
2026, https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/26/trumps-next-tariff-fight-keeping-the-money-00799774.  
12 Tweet by Donald J. Trump, January 20, 2025, https://x.com/POTUS/status/1881408246067744887?s=20.  
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Sincerely, 

___________________________ 
Elizabeth Warren 
United States Senator 




