Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20513

March 15, 2026

Andy Jassy

President and Chief Executive Officer
Amazon

410 Terry Avenue North

Seattle WA 98109

Dear Mr. Jassy:

We write regarding the extraordinary sum that Amazon MGM Studios (Amazon) reportedly paid
to acquire and promote “Melania, ” a documentary centered on First Lady Melania Trump.
According to multiple accounts, Amazon paid approximately $40 million for the rights to the
film and committed an additional $35 million in marketing expenditures, resulting in a reported
total of roughly $75 million—making “Melania” potentially “the most expensive documentary
ever made that didn’t involve music licensing.”' The excessive price Amazon paid—and the fact
that Amazon is not even expected to break even from its investment>—have led many “to
question whether ‘Melania’ was a box office gamble or bribe.””> We therefore request that
Amazon address the serious concerns that its investment in “Melania” was part of an apparent
pay-to-play arrangement with the Trump Administration.

Amazon’s large payment for the “Melania” documentary departed from the market trend.
Competitors Disney and Paramount reportedly offered bids that were significantly lower than
Amazon’s, while some other streaming platforms “declined even to bid.”* Amazon outbid the
next highest bidder by a whopping $26 million with no apparent business justification.” With a

! The New York Times, “Amazon’s Promotion of ‘Melania’ Has Critics Questioning Its Motives,” Nicole Sperling

and Brooks Barnes, January 28, 2026, https:/www.nytimes.com/2026/01/28/business/media/amazon-melania-
trump-film-critics.html; The Guardian, “‘Here we go again’: $75m Melania film embodies venal spirit of Trump
2.0,” David Smith, January 31, 2026, https://www.theguardian.com/film/2026/jan/3 1/melania-trump-amazon-
documentary.

? Variety, ““Melania’ Could Lose Tens of Millions in Theaters, but Amazon’s Goal Wasn’t to Make Money,”
Rebecca Rubin, February 11, 2026, https://variety.com/2026/film/box-office/melania-loses-money-box-office-
trump-amazon-1236657170; USA Today, “How "Melania' fared in its second weekend at the box office,” Brendan
Morrow, February 8, 2026, https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/movies/2026/02/08/melania-movie-box-
office-second-weekend/88578819007.

* Variety, ““Melania’ Could Lose Tens of Millions in Theaters, but Amazon’s Goal Wasn’t to Make Money,”
Rebecca Rubin, February 11, 2026, https://variety.com/2026/film/box-office/melania-loses-money-box-office-
trump-amazon-1236657170.

* The Wall Street Journal, “How the Trumps Turned an Election Victory Into a Cash Bonanza,” Rebecca Ballhaus,
Dana Mattioli, and Annie Linskey, February 13, 2025, https://www.ws]j.com/politics/elections/trump-family-
election-cash-bonanza-2{5{8714.

> HuffPost, “Melania Trump’s Lavish $40 Million Documentary Is Already Drawing Side Eye,” Curtis Wong,
January 27, 2026, https://www.huffpost.com/entry/melania-trump-documentary-

speculation n_6978f160e4b051911224d57f; The New York Times, “Amazon’s Promotion of ‘Melania’ Has Critics
Questioning Its Motives,” Nicole Sperling and Brooks Barnes, January 28, 2026,

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/28/business/media/amazon-melania-trump-film-critics.html.
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$40 million licensing deal and $35 million marketing budget, industry experts have described
“Melania” as one of the costliest documentaries ever made and have questioned the commercial
rationale behind Amazon’s financial commitment in a genre where production budgets are
usually significantly smaller.® Indeed, similar documentaries, including high-profile works such
as “RBG,” have cost a fraction of the “Melania” budget to produce and promote.’

Some of Amazon’s multi-million-dollar investment went straight to the Trump family. Reports
indicate that more than 70 percent of the $40 million licensing fee paid by Amazon—or $28
million—will go directly to Melania Trump.® Beyond the financial windfall, the deal conferred
intangible benefits on Melania Trump, including influence over the film’s narrative, a highly
curated portrayal that critics described as “favorable propaganda,” and public attention as a
“movie star” in the words of President Trump at his State of the Union address. "

Given questions regarding whether Amazon’s investment was commercially justified and given
the Trump family’s personal enrichment from the deal, observers have questioned whether
“Melania” was Amazon’s attempt at “currying favor” with the Trump Administration or even an
outright bribe.!' Right now, Amazon and its owner, Jeff Bezos, currently have substantial
financial stakes in decisions pending before the Trump Administration. For example:

e Consumer Protection and Antitrust: Amazon recently reached a settlement with the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) over deceptive subscription practices that amounted to
a slap on the wrist for the company.'> Amazon is also facing an FTC suit alleging illegal
monopolization of online retail,"”” and Amazon could benefit if the FTC litigates the case

® The Guardian, “Melania film earns $7m in US, strongest documentary debut in over a decade,” Edward Helmore,
February 1, 2026, https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/feb/01/melania-trump-documentary; National Public
Radio, “The ‘Melania’ movie audience: Older white women,” Ivy Buck, February 2, 2026,
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/02/nx-s1-5693775/melania-documentary-box-office-audience.

” The New York Times, “Amazon’s Promotion of ‘“Melania’ Has Critics Questioning Its Motives,” Nicole Sperling
and Brooks Barnes, January 28, 2026, https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/28/business/media/amazon-melania-
trump-film-critics.html.

® The Wall Street Journal, “How the Trumps Turned an Election Victory Into a Cash Bonanza,” Rebecca Ballhaus,
Dana Mattioli, and Annie Linskey, February 13, 2025, https://www.ws]j.com/politics/elections/trump-family-
election-cash-bonanza-2f5{8714.

® Medium, “On Propaganda and Why ‘Melania’ Crosses the Line from Documentary to State-Adjacent Promotion,”
Natalie Bowers, February 6, 2026, https://medium.com/(@mrs.natalie.bowers/if-they-showed-this-on-a-plane-

people-would-still-walk-out-imdb-letterboxd-rating-comment-1dd87b587c78; Newsweek, “‘Melania’ Reviews Are
In—Here’s What the Critics Are Saying,” Melissa Fleur Afshar, February 2, 2026,

https://www.newsweek.com/entertainment/melania-trump-film-reviews-critics-11452524.
¥ New York Times, “Full Transcript of Trump’s State of the Union Address,” February 25, 2026,

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/25/us/politics/state-of-the-union-transcript-trump.html.

"

2 Office of U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren, “Warren: Trump FTC Settlement Fails to Hold Amazon Accountable,”
press release, September 25, 2025, https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/warren-trump-ftc-
settlement-fails-to-hold-amazon-accountable; Federal Trade Commission, “FTC Secures Historic $2.5 Billion
Settlement Against Amazon,” press release, September 25, 2025, https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-
releases/2025/09/ftc-secures-historic-25-billion-settlement-against-amazon.

3 Federal Trade Commission, “FTC Sues Amazon for Illegally Maintaining Monopoly Power,” press release,
September 26, 2023, https:/www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/09/ftc-sues-amazon-illegally-
maintaining-monopoly-power.
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less aggressively or declines to pursue substantial monetary penalties or structural relief
that could fundamentally reshape Amazon’s business model.

o  Tariff Relief*: Since launching his ill-conceived global trade war in April, President
Trump has repeatedly shown his willingness to offer lucrative exemptions and favorable
treatment to companies that are willing to cozy up to his Administration."” In early
February, reports indicated that the Trump Administration was considering exempting
Amazon and other hyperscalers from impending tariffs on semiconductors.'®

e Foreign Trade Deals: Amazon has lobbied the Administration to use its leverage in
bilateral trade negotiations to bully other countries into dropping their regulations of tech
companies.'” Under these commonsense regulations—aimed at protecting consumers,
regulating artificial intelligence, and breaking up monopolies—Amazon has faced nearly
a billion dollars in fines."®

® Federal Contracts: Mr. Bezos is actively seeking new federal contracts. Indeed, the day
after the debut of “Melania, ” Mr. Bezos hosted U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth
at his Blue Origin space facility in Florida,"” and “spoke to U.S. President Donald Trump
at least twice [in June] as he trie[d] to capitalize on a feud between rival SpaceX founder
Musk and Trump and bag more government contracts.”® Since President Trump
reentered office, Amazon has also entered record-breaking cloud services contracts with
immigration agencies,”' and has major cloud-computing contracts with other federal
agencies as well.”

e Taxes: Amazon lobbies for tax cuts, and President Trump’s corporate tax cuts have
“shaved billions off Amazon’s tax bill” thus far;* in 2025 alone, Amazon’s federal tax

" Reuters, “Amazon in White House crosshairs over report of displaying tariff costs,” David Shepardson, Greg
Bensinger, and Andrea Shalal, April 29, 2025, https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/white-house-

amazon-tariff-price-announcement-is-hostile-2025-04-29.
' Public Cltlzen “Trump Loves Tarlffs Just Not for the Rlch and Well- Connected ” Sarah Grace Spurgin, March

!¢ Mint, “Amazon Google and Microsoft to get tariff relief from Trump admin on chips for data centres says report
— What we know February 10, 2026, https: //www hvemmt com/comp_ames/news/amazon google microsoft-tariff-

v SOMO “The United States: Birthplace of the Big Tech lobby playbook ” Misa Norigami and Margarida S1lva
February 12, 2026, https://www.somo.nl/the-united-states-birthplace-of-the-big-tech-lobby-playbook.

'8 Reuters, “Amazon loses court fight against record $812 min Luxembourg privacy fine,” March 19, 2025, Foo Yun

fine-2025- 03 19.

¥ USA Today, “Hegseth visits Bezos, Musk sites as tech moguls continue to win contracts,” Cybele Mayes-
Osterman, February 2, 2026, https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2026/02/02/hegseth-blue-origin-
speaking-tour/88475037007.

20 Reuters, “Bezos spoke to Trump as he tries to seeks more government contracts for Blue Origin, WSJ reports,”
Devika Nair, June 25, 2025, https://www.reuters.com/world/us/bezos-spoke-trump-he-tries-seeks-more-government-

contracts-blue-origin-wsj-2025-06-26.
*! Forbes, “ICE and CBP Bought A Record $140 Million In Cloud Services From Amazon And Microsoft Under

Trump,” Thomas Brewster, January 27, 2026, https:/www.forbes.com/sites/the-wiretap/2026/01/27/immigration-
record-spend-on-amazon-and-trump.

22 Reuters, “Amazon Web Services to provide US government agencies with up to $1 billion in savings,” David
Shepardson, August 7, 2025, https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/amazon-web-services-provide-us-

government-agencies-with-up-1-billion-savings-2025-08-07.
2 Polmco “Amazon s tax bill plunges after GOP tax cuts,” Brlan Faler February 6, 2026,

OpenSecrets org., “Client Profile: Amazon.com,” accessed February 23, 2026, https://www.opensecrets. org/federal—
3
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liability reportedly fell by roughly 87 percent, even as its pretax profits rose by nearly 45
percent.”*

The fact that Amazon is seeking favorable treatment from the Trump Administration while
paying a far-above-market sum to produce and promote the Trump family’s film raises questions
about Amazon’s exposure under federal anti-bribery law. Federal law makes it unlawful to
“directly or indirectly, corruptly give[], offer[] or promise[] anything of value to any public
official” with the intent to influence official acts.” The term “anything of value” has been
interpreted broadly to cover not only cash but also valuable transactions, business opportunities,
and financial arrangements that benefit public officials or persons closely associated with them.?
Federal bribery law also prohibits conferring anything of value to influence official action, even
where the benefit is structured through intermediaries or affiliated entities, and criminalizes
conspiracies to commit such offenses.”’” These provisions reflect Congress’s determination that
corruption—both in fact and appearance—undermines the integrity of governmental decision-
making and public confidence in democratic institutions.

Federal bribery concerns are only heightened by the other ways in which Amazon has appeared
to curry favor with President Trump since the 2024 election, including donating $1 million to
President Trump’s inauguration and an unknown sum to President Trump’s White House
ballroom.” If Amazon officials have made any donations or payments as part of a quid-pro-quo
arrangement to influence President Trump or other Administration officials, the company may be
in violation of federal bribery law.

At a time when working families are contending with rising costs, reduced competition, and
increasing corporate consolidation, the American people deserve assurance that powerful
corporations are not using their financial resources to gain political influence or favorable
treatment at public expense—and that these corporations are not violating federal bribery laws.
When corporate giants refuse to offer that assurance and instead transfer tens of millions of
dollars to the family of a sitting President, that not only raises questions about corporate
governance but also risks eroding public trust in the fairness of our economic and political
systems.

To assist Congress in understanding the circumstances surrounding this transaction and in
assessing Amazon’s compliance with applicable federal anti-bribery laws, we request
written responses to the following questions no later than March 30, 2026:

lobbying/clients/issues?cycle=2024&id=D000023883 &spec=TAX&specific_issue=Taxes.
2 The Wall Street Journal, “Trump’s New Tax Law Saved Amazon Billions,” Richard Rubin, February 6, 2026,

https:/www.wsj.com/business/trumps-tax-law-sharply-cuts-amazons-corporate-tax-bill-ee94ac24.

%18 U.S.C. § 201(b)(1).

26 U.S. Department of Justice, “U.S. Attorney’s Manual, Criminal Resource Manual, 2044. Particular Elements,”
https://www.justice.gov/archives/usam/criminal-resource-manual-2044-particular-elements.

2718 U.S.C. § 201(c); 18 U.S.C. § 371.

%8 Letter from Senator Elizabeth Warren and Representative Dave Min to Andy Jassy, December 3, 2025,

https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/warren_min_ballroom_letters.pdf; Reuters, “Amazon donating $1
rnln to Trump inaugural fund, to air event on Prlme Video,” December 12,2024,
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1. Please describe in detail how Amazon evaluated, valued, and approved the acquisition of

the film and docuseries rights to “Melania, ” including:

a. The commercial rationale for the reported $40 million purchase price and $35 million
marketing budget;”

b. The internal valuation analyses, market benchmarks, or comparable transactions
relied upon; and

c. The identity of all Amazon executives, officers, or employees involved in negotiating,
approving, or overseeing this transaction.

2. Please describe communications related to this transaction, including:
a. Communications, directly or indirectly, between Amazon or its representatives and
Melania Trump, President Trump, their representatives, or affiliated entities; and
b. Communications between Amazon and any current or former federal officials,
whether before, during, or after the transaction was executed.

3. At the time this transaction was negotiated and approved:
a. What regulatory, enforcement, or policy matters involving Amazon were pending or
reasonably anticipated before federal agencies or the executive branch?
b. Had Amazon assessed the risk that this transaction could create the appearance of
attempting to influence government decision-making? Please describe Amazon’s
analysis of that issue.

4. Please describe Amazon’s compliance framework as it relates to its activities involving

the “Melania” documentary, including:

a. The policies, procedures, and internal controls designed to prevent violations of the
federal bribery statute, 18 U.S.C. § 201, and other federal anti-corruption laws;

b. The anti-bribery and conflict-of-interest training provided to executives and
employees involved in content acquisition, if any; and

c. Any enhanced compliance reviews, legal memoranda, or risk assessments conducted
in light of the political connections of the counterparty.

5. Please identify and describe all financial arrangements related to the “Melania” project,
including:
a. All entities and individuals that received payments or other consideration from
Amazon, including production companies, intermediaries, and affiliates; and
b. The timing, structure, and conditions of all payments made and commitments—either
formally or informally—entered under the agreement.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

» The New York Times, “Amazon’s Promotion of ‘Melania’ Has Critics Questioning Its Motives,” Nicole Sperling
and Brooks Barnes, January 28, 2026, https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/28/business/media/amazon-melania-
trump-film-critics.html.
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