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WASHINGTON, DC 20510
September 27, 2026

Mark Zuckerberg

Chief Executive Officer
Meta

1 Meta Way

Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Zuckerberg:

Americans across the country are worried about the impacts of artificial intelligence (AI) on their
lives—from increased utility bills to threats of job losses and cyberattacks. But rather than
meaningfully regulate Big Tech companies and slow down the mad rush to deploy this new
technology, Republicans in Washington have passed tax subsidies for Al development and Al
data centers.' Thus, we write to learn about the extent to which your company’s investments in
Al—including its massive spending on data centers—have been subsidized by tax breaks handed
out by President Trump and the Republican Congress and how your company’s multimillion-
dollar lobbying bonanza last year may have contributed to the creation of those windfalls. Newly
released data indicates that these billions of dollars in tax handouts for Al spending have
substantially contributed to a 25 percent drop in corporate tax revenue this year despite rising
corporate profits—an immense cost to the American taxpayer.’

Rather than regulate Al to protect American families or address the nation’s affordability crisis,
the Trump administration and its Republican allies in Congress have prioritized handing out
colossal tax breaks to giant corporations.’ Many of these tax breaks were either created or
expanded by Republicans’ One, Big, Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA).* OBBBA’s bevy of new
corporate tax handouts have enabled Meta and other giant corporations to use billions of dollars
of spending on Al, including on data center construction, to lower their tax bills.” These tax
breaks are not free—their cost has been imposed on American families via cuts to critical social
services and a higher deficit.® Through executive action, the Trump administration has further
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expanded these Al tax breaks by allowing billionaire corporations to avoid paying their fair share
under the Corporate Alternative Minimum Tax (CAMT).” For example, last April, Meta alone
reported receiving over $8 billion from just one of these regulatory changes to CAMT.®

As a result of these and other tax breaks, Big Tech companies have seen their tax expenses
plummet under the Trump administration, even amid rising profits. For example, Meta’s current
federal income tax expense dropped by nearly $7 billion, from $9.6 billion in 2024 to $2.8
billion in 2025, even as the company saw a $15.3 billion increase in pretax income that year.’
This enormous tax cut appears to have been driven in significant part by President Trump and
Republicans’ tax breaks subsidizing your spending on Al: your company’s capital expenditures,
the “vast majority” of which constitute data center construction and other Al spending, '’
amounted to an extraordinary $72 billion last year''—much of which you may have been able to
immediately deduct using OBBBA’s corporate tax handouts.'? In aggregate, these tax breaks for
Al expenditures have contributed to a staggering 25 percent drop in nationwide corporate tax
revenue—a total of $96 billion—this year, draining the federal government’s coffers despite
rising corporate profits."

Your company has spent lavishly to stay on the good side of President Trump, and it appears that
you are now seeing your investment bear fruit. First, your company donated one million dollars
to the President’s inauguration.' Then, your company spent nearly $14 million lobbying
Congress and federal agencies during the six months leading up to the passage of OBBBA."
When the President solicited private donations to his gold-plated ballroom, you donated an
undisclosed amount.'® Given the immense tax handouts for Al spending that Republicans have
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now made available to your company and its peers, your influence-peddling seems to have paid

off.

The Republican tax breaks subsidizing Big Tech’s Al build-out have proved to be an enormous
windfall for companies like Meta. The American people deserve transparency on the magnitude
and nature of these tax handouts and on any lobbying that you may have done to obtain them,
and therefore, we request that you answer the following questions by October 11, 2026:

1))

2)

3)

4)

5)

How much in tax deductions has your company claimed in tax year 2025 for spending on

AI? How much of these deductions were claimed for:

a. Data center construction (including the purchase of equipment for data centers, such
as servers and cooling equipment)?

b. Interest on debt used to finance Al-related capital expenditures?

c. Utility and energy costs related to Al research and development?

Please list all policies affecting the tax treatment of Al-related expenses that your
company lobbied Congressional Republicans to include in OBBBA. How much did your
company spend on lobbying Congress to enact these policies?

Please list all policies affecting the tax treatment of Al-related expenses that your
company lobbied a Trump administration federal agency to implement through regulatory
means since January 20, 2025. How much did your company spend on lobbying the
Trump administration to enact these policies?

While PAC donations to candidates are disclosed to the public, donations to “dark
money” groups—which can spend an unlimited amount of money on elections—are not.
In the past 12 months, how much has you or your company donated to “dark money”
groups, such as 501(c)(4) organizations, who:

a. Lobby for particular tax policies or engage in political spending that is intended to
boost candidates who support or oppose certain tax policies?

b. Lobby for particular policies related to Al development or engage in political
spending that is intended to boost candidates who support or oppose certain
policies related to Al development, including policies related to data center
construction?

Please list all donations that your company has made since January 20, 2025 to any
construction or infrastructure project closely associated with President Trump, including
but not limited to the construction of his White House ballroom and presidential library.
Please specify the date and size of all such donations.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
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Sincerely,
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United States Senator
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United States Senator

% W//o-m

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator

Jeffidy A-Merkley —
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator



