
February 2, 2026

The Honorable Joseph V. Cuffari
Inspector General 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
245 Murray Lane SW
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Inspector General Cuffari:

We write following horrific videos, witness statements, and other reports of masked immigration 
agents using aggressive force in communities across America. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agents have gotten out of control, using needlessly violent force against 
community members who are exercising their First Amendment rights and pose no threat. 
Reporting and bystander videos indicate that immigration agents have placed people in 
chokeholds during arrests,1 tackled people to the ground,2 released tear gas and flash-bang 
grenades at close range,3 smashed windows and broken doors,4 drawn guns,5 and most 
alarmingly, shot and killed two U.S. citizens, a mother named Renée Good and ICU nurse Alex 
Pretti this month alone.6 These events underscore the urgent need for the Department of 
Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of Inspector General (OIG) to conduct an expeditious review 
of ICE’s and Customs and Border Protection’s (CBP) brutal tactics and share its findings with 
Congress and the public as soon as possible. 

On June 11, 2025, members of Congress requested that you conduct an investigation into ICE’s 
aggressive use of force.7 The OIG initially responded that DHS was “in a better position” to 

1 ProPublica, “We Found More Than 40 Cases of Immigration Agents Using Banned Chokeholds and Other Moves 
That Can Cut Off Breathing,” Nicole Foy and McKenzie Funk, January 13, 2026, 
https://www.propublica.org/article/videos-ice-dhs-immigration-agents-using-chokeholds-citizens. 
2 Id. 
3 PBS, “Trump’s Immigration Forces Deploy ‘Less Lethal’ Weapons in Dangerous Ways, Skirting Rules and 
Maiming Protesters,” A.C. Thompson and J. David McSwane, November 25, 2025, 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/ice-border-patrol-less-lethal-weapons-protesters/.   
4 NBC News, “'It feels like an invasion': Minnesotans stunned as federal officers flood their state,” Natasha Korecki,
January 15, 2026, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/minneapolis-residents-say-feels-are-invasion-federal-
agents-flood-city-rcna254061; PBS, “WATCH: Border Patrol and ICE leaders defend tactics used in Minneapolis 
operations,” January 20, 2026, https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/watch-border-patrol-and-ice-leaders-defend-
tactics-used-in-minneapolis-operations. 
5 USA Today, “ICE agents drew guns on off-duty officer in Minnesota, chief says,” Christopher Cann, January 20, 
2026, https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/01/20/immigration-agents-minnesota-police-officer/
88268058007/. 
6 NBC News, “Woman fatally shot by ICE officer remembered as 'one of the kindest people',” Tim Stelloh, 
Minyvonne Burke, and Selina Guevara, January 9, 2026, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/renee-nicole-
good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-victim-caring-neighbor-rcna252901; BBC News, “Trump says administration 'reviewing 
everything' after fatal shooting of Minneapolis nurse,” Tabby Wilson and Ana Faguy, January 26, 2026, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cr571qg4m61o. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cr571qg4m61o
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/renee-nicole-good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-victim-caring-neighbor-rcna252901
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/renee-nicole-good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-victim-caring-neighbor-rcna252901
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/01/20/immigration-agents-minnesota-police-officer/88268058007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/01/20/immigration-agents-minnesota-police-officer/88268058007/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/watch-border-patrol-and-ice-leaders-defend-tactics-used-in-minneapolis-operations
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/watch-border-patrol-and-ice-leaders-defend-tactics-used-in-minneapolis-operations
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/minneapolis-residents-say-feels-are-invasion-federal-agents-flood-city-rcna254061
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/minneapolis-residents-say-feels-are-invasion-federal-agents-flood-city-rcna254061
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/ice-border-patrol-less-lethal-weapons-protesters/
https://www.propublica.org/article/videos-ice-dhs-immigration-agents-using-chokeholds-citizens


answer our questions.8 Seven months later, after a slew of reports of brutal ICE raids throughout 
the country, on January 8, 2026, the OIG announced a new audit to “determine whether ICE 
investigates allegations of excessive use of force and holds personnel accountable in accordance 
with applicable Federal laws, DHS policies, and ICE directives.”9 The OIG also announced 
audits into DHS’s processes for determining U.S. citizenship during enforcement operations and 
into CBP’s interior enforcement.10

While we are pleased that the OIG is investigating these matters, we are concerned about the 
OIG’s timeline for completing this audit. DHS OIG’s standard benchmark is to complete audits 
within 397 days, and the Government Accountability Office recently found that the OIG is not 
even meeting that goal on a consistent basis.11 Given the urgency of this situation — with 
communities facing severe, and sometimes fatal, harm from ICE’s tactics on American streets 
every day — we request that your office conduct this review expeditiously and share any 
preliminary findings with Congress and the public on an expedited basis.

Furthermore, we request that you use all proactive tools available to immediately put Congress, 
the American public, and DHS itself on notice about any urgent issues you uncover. Such tools 
could include issuing a Management Alert “to inform senior DHS managers of significant 
matters that may pose a serious, imminent threat” to the safety and health of communities12 and 
sending a 7-day letter to Congress13 if ICE or CBP refuses to comply with the OIG’s data access 
requests.14

Since our June 11 letter, ICE’s enforcement actions have escalated sharply, sparking public 
outcry and underscoring the need for rapid and rigorous oversight by the OIG. For instance, 

7 Letter from Senator Elizabeth Warren, Senator Ed Markey, et al. to DHS Inspector General Joseph Cuffari and 
DHS Acting Officer Troup Hemenway, June 11, 2025, 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/warren_delegation_letter_to_crcl_and_oig_on_ice_tactics.pdf
8 Letter from DHS Inspector General Joseph V. Cuffari to Senator Elizabeth Warren and Senator Ed Markey, July 
15, 2025, p. 1, 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/response_from_department_of_homeland_security_inspector_genera
l_on_ice_tactics_71525.pdf. 
9 Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General, “Ongoing Projects,” 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/ongoing-projects?order=field_project_publish_date&sort=desc; U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General, “Audit of ICE’s Processes for Investigating and Addressing 
Allegations of Excessive Use of Force,” https://www.oig.dhs.gov/node/7235. 
10 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General, “DHS’ Determination of U.S. Citizenship 
during Immigration Enforcement Operations,” https://www.oig.dhs.gov/node/7236; U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Office of Inspector General, “Ongoing Projects,” https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/ongoing-projects.
11 U.S. Government Accountability Office, “COAST GUARD OVERSIGHT: Actions Needed to Strengthen 
Collaboration on Investigations,” January 2026, p. 29, https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-26-107341.pdf; Government 
Executive, “DHS IG sees 'no value' in GAO report urging internal collaboration on Coast Guard investigations,” 
Sean Michael Newhouse, January 23, 2026,
https://www.govexec.com/oversight/2026/01/dhs-ig-sees-no-value-gao-report-urging-internal-collaboration-coast-
guard-investigations/410913/?oref=ge-featured-river-top#:~:text=Investigators%20also%20flagged%20that
%20the,needed%20as%20part%20of%20investigations. 
12 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General, “Management Alerts,”  
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/management-alerts  
13 5 U.S.C. § 405(e).
14 Id.; Letter from EPA Acting Inspector General Charles Sheehan to EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler, October 
29, 2019, https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/documents/_epaoig_7dayletter_11-6-19.pdf. 
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reports describe an incident in St. Paul, Minnesota in which federal immigration agents allegedly
forced entry into the home of a longtime U.S. citizen without a warrant, detained him at 
gunpoint, and led him outside in sub-freezing weather wearing only underwear and a blanket, 
before later confirming his citizenship and releasing him “an hour or two later.”15 In addition, 
immigration agents have allegedly used dangerous neck restraints and chokehold-like techniques
during arrests, including in encounters involving U.S. citizens and minors.16 Immigration agents 
are using chemical sprays on peaceful protestors, breaking car windows, and dragging citizens 
out of their cars.17  Most tragically, federal immigration agents fatally shot Renée Nicole Good 
during a large-scale enforcement operation in Minneapolis18 and, just days later, shot and killed 
Alex Pretti, a 37-year-old ICU nurse, in another Minneapolis encounter19 — appalling and 
preventable incidents that underscore the urgent need for rapid, independent oversight.  

Yet, the Trump Administration has done nothing to rein ICE in. Instead, President Trump has 
shrugged these atrocities off, saying immigration agents are inevitably going to be “too rough” 
and “make mistakes sometimes,” while White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller has 
incorrectly suggested to ICE officers that they have blanket “federal immunity” when carrying 
out their duties.20 Meanwhile, DHS recently circulated an internal memorandum advising 
immigration officers that they may assert broad authority to enter homes without a judicial 
warrant in certain circumstances,21 raising concerns that enforcement personnel are being 
instructed to operate outside of their constitutional limits.

Accordingly, we ask that the OIG complete these audits as expeditiously as possible, issue public
findings on an emergency basis, and keep our offices apprised of any significant preliminary 
observations — including through interim updates or briefings — particularly where the OIG 
identifies urgent deficiencies implicating public safety or compliance with constitutional 
protections. 

15 PBS News, “A U.S. citizen says ICE forced open the door to his Minnesota home and removed him in his 
underwear after a warrantless search,” Jack Brook, January 20, 2026, https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/a-u-s-
citizen-says-ice-forced-open-the-door-to-his-minnesota-home-and-removed-him-in-his-underwear-after-a-
warrantless-search. 
16 ProPublica, “We Found More Than 40 Cases of Immigration Agents Using Banned Chokeholds and Other Moves 
That Can Cut Off Breathing,” Nicole Foy and McKenzie Funk, January 13, 2026, 
https://www.propublica.org/article/videos-ice-dhs-immigration-agents-using-chokeholds-citizens. 
17 New York Times, “Videos Showing Aggressive ICE Tactics in Minnesota Fuel a Backlash,” Elena Shao, Arijeta 
Lajka, Helmuth Rosales and Raj Saha, January 24, 2026, 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/01/24/us/minnesota-ice-violence-tactics-videos.html.
18 The Washington Post, “Partial results of private autopsy on Renée Good disclosed,” Molly Hennessy-Fiske, 
January 22, 2026, https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2026/01/22/renee-good-shooting-autopsy-ice-
minneapolis/. 
19 BBC News, “Trump says administration 'reviewing everything' after fatal shooting of Minneapolis nurse,” Tabby Wilson and 
Ana Faguy, January 26, 2026, https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cr571qg4m61o. 
20 Post on X by Aaron Rupar, January 20, 2026, https://x.com/atrupar/status/2013696950013415647?s=46;The New 
Republic, “Stephen Miller Delivers Chilling Message to ICE as Violence Grows,” Malcolm Ferguson, January 14, 2026, 
https://newrepublic.com/post/205283/stephen-miller-ice-full-immunity. 
21 The Associated Press, “Immigration officers assert sweeping power to enter homes without a judge’s warrant, 
memo says,” Rebecca Santana, January 21, 2026, https://apnews.com/article/ice-arrests-warrants-minneapolis-
trump-00d0ab0338e82341fd91b160758aeb2d. 
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Due to the recent string of violent attacks by ICE and CBP in American cities, we ask that the 
DHS OIG, as part of its ongoing reviews,22 seek to provide answers to the following questions, 
along with the questions in our prior letters that have not been answered23:

Use of Force

1. Please confirm whether the fatal shootings of Renée Nicole Good, Alex Pretti, and other 
shooting victims since January 20, 2025 are within the scope of any of the OIG’s existing
audits and, if not within scope, explain whether the OIG will conduct a separate targeted 
review or issue interim recommendations related to those shootings. If not, please explain
why.

2. How many use-of-force claims has the OIG elected to investigate since January 20, 2025,
and how many has it declined to investigate?

3. What guidance, authorization, or other instructions (regardless of how they are 
communicated) have ICE and CBP agents been given about permissible uses of force? 
Do these instructions differ from DHS’s published Policy on the Use of Force in effect 
prior to January 20, 2025? Please provide a copy of all iterations of use-of-force 
guidelines that have been in effect for ICE and CBP agents at any time since January 20, 
2025, including those currently in effect.

a. What are ICE’s and CBP’s operational standards for using less-than-lethal devices
like pepper ball guns, tasers, teargas canisters, etc.? Please provide a copy of 
those instructions, policies and guidance.

b. Please describe how agents are being instructed on use of force during trainings 
and preparations for enforcement surges?

22 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General, “Audit of ICE’s Processes for Investigating 
and Addressing Allegations of Excessive Use of Force,” https://www.oig.dhs.gov/node/7235; 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General, “DHS’ Determination of U.S. Citizenship 
during Immigration Enforcement Operations,” https://www.oig.dhs.gov/node/7236; U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Office of Inspector General, “ICE’s Oversight of the 287(g) Program,” 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/ongoing-projects?
field_project_dhs_component_value=ICE&field_project_mission_value=All; U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Office of Inspector General, “Audit of ICE's Hiring and Training Process,” 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/ongoing-projects?
field_project_dhs_component_value=ICE&field_project_mission_value=All; U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Office of Inspector General, “CBP Interior Immigration Enforcement,” 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/ongoing-projects?
field_project_dhs_component_value=ICE&field_project_mission_value=All; U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Office of Inspector General, “ICE's Use of Expedited Removal Authority,” 
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/reports/ongoing-projects?
field_project_dhs_component_value=ICE&field_project_mission_value=All. 
23 Letter from Senator Elizabeth Warren, Senator Ed Markey, et al. to DHS Inspector General Joseph Cuffari and 
DHS Acting Officer Troup Hemenway, June 11, 2025, 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/warren_delegation_letter_to_crcl_and_oig_on_ice_tactics.pdf; Letter
from Senator Elizabeth Warren, Senator Alex Padilla, et al. to DHS Inspector General Joseph Cuffari, DHS Acting 
Officer Troup Hemenway, and Immigration Detention Director Joseph Guy, August 8, 2025, 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_from_warren_members_of_congress_on_us_citizens_immigra
tion_enforcement_letter.pdf. 
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4. How many use-of-force complaints have been filed directly through the OIG’s hotline 
since January 20, 2025? 

5. Does the OIG currently have access to ICE and CBP databases used to track use of force 
and other claims involving ICE and CBP personnel? How many use-of-force claims have
been logged in those databases since January 20, 2025? 

Warrants

1. Please provide the breakdown of the percentages of ICE arrests since January 20, 2025 
that were performed with: a judicial warrant; an administrative warrant; no warrant. 
Please provide the same breakdown for each of the three years before January 20, 2025.

2. What is DHS’s legal justification for suggesting that an administrative warrant satisfies 
the Fourth Amendment protection against unauthorized entry into a residence without a 
signed judicial warrant?24

1. How has DHS’s policy regarding searches and seizures at residences changed 
since January 20, 2025? Please provide a copy of any instructions or guidance 
currently in effect on this subject.

3. Since January 20, 2025, how many times have DHS personnel entered individuals’ 
homes based on only an administrative warrant? 

1. How many of those incidents resulted in DHS personnel arresting a U.S. citizen?

Detentions and Arrests of Citizens 

1. With respect to the OIG’s citizenship determination review:
a. What is DHS’s current process for verifying citizenship during enforcement 

operations?
b. What safeguards exist to prevent wrongful arrests and detentions of citizens?
c. What metrics will the OIG use to evaluate whether ICE is improving its handling 

of encounters with U.S. citizens?

2. How many U.S. citizens have been arrested, detained, or ordered deported since January 
20, 2025? 

a. Of those, how many were detained based on an incorrect assessment of their 
immigration status, and how many were detained for allegedly impeding law 
enforcement officers?

b. Of those detained for alleged criminal offenses, how many has DHS referred to 
DOJ for prosecution? How many of those cases has DOJ declined to prosecute? 

3. What is the average length of detention for someone detained for immigration 
enforcement purposes and later determined to be a U.S. citizen?

24 Washington Post, “How officers used new ICE memo to forcefully enter a Minneapolis home,” Arelis R. 
Hernández, January 23, 2026,  https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/01/23/how-officers-used-new-
ice-memo-forcefully-enter-minneapolis-home/ 

5

https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/01/23/how-officers-used-new-ice-memo-forcefully-enter-minneapolis-home/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/01/23/how-officers-used-new-ice-memo-forcefully-enter-minneapolis-home/


4. Please describe and provide ICE’s and CBP’s policies governing collateral arrests and 
encounters with bystanders. How does DHS track and remediate collateral arrests based 
on mistaken identities or other factors? How have these policies changed since January 
20, 2025? 

Recruitment, Vetting, and Training

1. Please describe ICE’s and CBP’s current hiring standards, background check/vetting 
process, and onboarding process, and any ways in which those standards and processes 
have changed since January 20, 2025.

a. How many ICE and CBP agents hired since January 20, 2025 underwent an 
expedited or abbreviated hiring process? How many were hired with no 
background check or an abbreviated background check? Please provide the same 
data for the year prior to January 20, 2025.

b. What vetting is conducted to identify whether ICE and CBP applicants have prior 
criminal convictions, misconduct, extremist affiliations, or involvement in 
incidents resulting in use-of-force complaints or civil rights violations? 

i. How many applicants with a record of such conduct have been accepted as
new CBP or ICE hires since January 20, 2025? Please provide a 
breakdown for each type of record.

ii. Have any vetting requirements been waived or narrowed since January 20,
2025?

c. Have any hiring practices changed to proactively recruit people with particular 
political affiliations? 

d. How (if at all) is artificial intelligence used in the process of screening and vetting
applicants for ICE and CBP?

2. Please describe the training, guidance, or other instructions that ICE and CBP agents 
receive regarding use of force, deescalation, crowd control, and constitutional rights, 
including related to encounters with bystanders, journalists, legal observers, and 
individuals recording enforcement activity. Please explain the trainings’ length, format, 
and topics covered, and provide copies of such materials currently in use.

a. What are ICE’s and CBP’s training materials, guidance, or other instructions 
(regardless of how they are communicated) regarding responding to activities 
protected by the First Amendment, including protections for freedom of speech, 
freedom of the press, and freedom of association? Please provide a copy of any 
such materials. 

3. Please describe the training, guidance, or other instructions that ICE and CBP agents 
receive related to body-worn cameras, including requirements for camera activation, 
deactivation, footage retention, and supervisory review?

a. Have ICE or CBP modified their body-worn camera policies or practices since 
January 20, 2025? If so, please describe those changes and provide copies of any 
updated guidance.
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4. Please describe the training, guidance, or other instructions that ICE and CBP agents 
receive related to interactions with motor vehicles, including where agents should 
position themselves in relation to vehicles and how agents may and may not attempt 
to remove occupants from vehicles. Please describe how these instructions have 
changed since January 20, 2025, and provide a copy of any such materials.

5. Please describe how agents are instructed, incentivized or otherwise encouraged to 
meet enforcement quotas, and how such guidance has changed since January 20, 
2025. 

6. Please describe the training, guidance, or other instructions that ICE and CBP agents 
receive related to enforcement actions at sensitive locations (schools, hospitals, 
courthouses, places of worship)?

Investigative Processes & Responding to Misconduct

1. Please evaluate ICE’s and CBP’s handling of professional misconduct matters involving 
their agents. As part of this reply, please include an evaluation of the following questions 
related to CBP’s Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR), which has assessed the 
killing of Alex Pretti.25

a. How many complaints has CBP’s OPR received since January 1, 2025? How 
many of those complaints are currently open and how many have been resolved?

b. What is the typical length of time CBP OPR takes to resolve complaints, and does
OPR have any maximum length of time in which it must resolve a complaint? 

c. What is OPR’s process for determining which complaints to investigate and for 
internally resolving complaints?

d. What is OPR’s current staffing level and how many OPR members, if any, have 
been detailed to other DHS components?

2. Has the OIG faced difficulty accessing any ICE or CBP databases in the course of its 
audits and investigations since January 20, 2025? Please describe any database access 
issues. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

25 National Public Radio, “Internal review contradicts White House narrative of Pretti's death,” Ximena Bustillo, 
January 28, 2026, https://www.npr.org/2026/01/27/g-s1-107608/alex-pretti-death-internal-review-immigration. 
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