
  

 

 

 

 
November 7, 2025 
 
 
The Honorable Elizabeth Warren 
United States Senate 
311 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Warren, 
 
Thank you for reaching out to the Trust for the National Mall. Per your inquiry, I am writing to provide 
context and background on the Trust and our role in the White House Ballroom project.  
 
As the official nonprofit, nonpartisan philanthropic partner of the National Park Service (NPS) for nearly 
20 years, for two park service units, The National Mall and Memorial Parks as well as the White House 
and President’s Park, the Trust for the National Mall’s mission is to service the priorities of the NPS. 
This includes accepting private donations and in-kind support for restoration projects and educational 
enrichment programs and providing opportunities for volunteerism.  
 
The Trust has experience managing private donations for various projects over the years, including the 
restoration of the Washington Monument after the 2011 earthquake, the construction of the new U.S. 
Park Police Horse Stables and Education Center, and the full restoration of the Lockkeepers House, 
the oldest built structure on the National Mall.   
 
Additionally, the Trust is in the midst of a $250 million fundraising campaign for the National Mall 
inspired by America’s historic 250th anniversary, leading the restoration of Constitution Gardens and 
the Memorial to the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence, the rebuild of the 100-year-old 
Sylvan Theater, and the beautification and restoration of Lafayette Park.  
 
Specific to the White House Ballroom project, the Trust, in its capacity as the official philanthropic 
partner of NPS for the White House and President’s Park, is managing the private donations gifted to 
support the project. The Trust is not soliciting donations for the Ballroom and has no role in the 
planning, design, or construction of the new Ballroom.  
 
As a 501(c)(3) organization, we comply fully with federal disclosure laws by making our IRS Form 990 
and exemption documents publicly available. However, donor names and identifying information are not 
subject to public disclosure under 26 U.S.C. § 6104, and we strictly adhere to those confidentiality 
requirements to protect our donors’ privacy.  
 
Any additional questions regarding the project should be directed to the National Park Service and/or 
the White House.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
 
 
Catherine Townsend   
President & CEO 


