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Background: Transgender service members have served honorably, dedicating decades of their 
lives to the military, deploying multiple times, and commanding large numbers of troops. They 
include test pilots, Navy divers, intelligence analysts, weapons specialists, combat aviators, and 
more. Former Pentagon officials have testified that allowing transgender service members to 
openly serve “fosters openness and trust among team members, thereby enhancing unit 
cohesion” and that “transgender service members who meet the standards required for their 
positions serve effectively and contribute positively to unit readiness.”  
 
In January 2025, President Trump issued an executive order to ban transgender individuals from 
the military. Though the ban is still being litigated in federal court for potentially violating the 
Constitution, DoD has already begun to implement it. This ban undermines our military 
readiness and national security by removing thousands of talented, experienced service members 
and signaling to potential recruits that the military does not respect them, their colleagues, their 
family, or their friends simply because of who they are. It also wastes billions of taxpayer dollars 
invested in training these troops to become leaders to keep all of us safe.  

This bill has been endorsed by the following organizations: Human Rights Campaign, Minority 
Veterans of America, SPARTA, Out in National Security, Advocates for Trans Equality, Modern 
Military Association of America, National Women’s Law Center, and National Center for 
LGBTQ Rights.  

To ensure that transgender individuals who are qualified to serve may do so, the Fit to Serve Act 
prohibits DoD from:  

• Banning transgender service members from the military;  
• Prescribing qualifications for service on the basis of gender identity;  
• Denying necessary health care for service members on the basis of gender identity;  
• Forcing a service member to serve in their sex assigned at birth; or  
• Otherwise discriminating against service members on the basis of gender identity. 

https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/reyes-blocks-trans-military-ban-opinion.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/03/2025-02178/prioritizing-military-excellence-andreadiness
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/supreme-court-transgender-military-ban/
https://media.defense.gov/2025/May/08/2003706668/-1/-1/1/IMPLEMENTING-POLICY-ON-PRIORITIZING-MILITARY-EXCELLENCE-AND-READINESS.PDF
https://apnews.com/article/trangender-troops-ban-military-trump-pentagon-1d152b538a37e230fd48f33432dea273

