
June 19, 2025 

Marco Rubio 

Secretary 

United States Department of State 

2201 C Street NW,  

Washington, DC 20520 

Kenneth Jackson 

Acting Deputy Administrator for Management 

and Resources 

United States Agency for International 

Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,  

Washington, DC 20523 

Dear Secretary Rubio and Acting Deputy Administrator Jackson, 

I write to express my serious concern and to obtain additional information about reports that the 

State Department is considering providing $500 million to the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation 

(GHF).1  

Humanitarian aid for Palestinians is needed desperately, but U.S. regulations are clear that 

"purchases shall be made from, and contracts shall be awarded to, responsible prospective 

contractors only." 2 The GHF does not meet this test. The GHF, set up by a management 

consulting firm that outsources its aid distribution to security contractors owned by private equity 

groups, marks an alarming departure from the professional humanitarian organizations that have 

worked on the ground, in Gaza and elsewhere, for decades.3 Reports of deadly violence against 

starving Palestinians connected with the GHF’s aid network are deeply troubling, as are reports of 

the organization’s ties to the Israeli government, and the lack of financial transparency regarding 

its donors, and its new connections – via its executive director – to the Trump administration and 

campaign.4  

1 Reuters, “Exclusive: US mulls giving millions to controversial Gaza aid foundation, sources say,” Jonathan Landay, 

June 7, 2025, https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-mulls-giving-millions-controversial-gaza-aid-foundation-

sources-say-2025-06-06/.  
2 Federal Acquisition Regulation, 9.103 (a), https://www.acquisition.gov/far/part-9.   
3 Washington Post, “US consulting firm quits Gaza humanitarian aid effort amid criticism,”, Karen DeYoung and Cate 

Brown, June 3, 2025, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/06/03/gaza-humanitarian-fund-bcg/; 

Reuters, “Chicago private equity firm has stake in Gaza aid company,” Aram Roston, June 5, 2025, 

https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-

06-05/.
4 Id; NBC News, “Head of Controversial Gaza Humanitarian Foundation Refuses to Reveal Who Funds It,” Matt

Bradley, June 11, 2025, https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-

aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295.

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-mulls-giving-millions-controversial-gaza-aid-foundation-sources-say-2025-06-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-mulls-giving-millions-controversial-gaza-aid-foundation-sources-say-2025-06-06/
https://www.acquisition.gov/far/part-9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/06/03/gaza-humanitarian-fund-bcg/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-06-05/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-06-05/
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295
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It has been the policy of the United States for decades to achieve peace for Israelis and 

Palestinians through a two-state solution, and one I have championed for years.5 The actions of the 

Netanyahu government in Gaza have created famine, mass displacement, and directly undermine 

the prospects of a durable, lasting peace and the return of all remaining hostages.6 The United 

States should use its influence and aid to push Israel to open more humanitarian aid routes into 

Gaza and prevent the killing of innocent civilians seeking food, water, and other critical supplies. I 

strongly urge you to restore the distribution of aid in Gaza to professional humanitarian networks. 

 

The Gaza Blockade Has Created a Humanitarian Disaster 

 

Gaza remains a humanitarian disaster.7 On March 2, the Netanyahu government announced it 

would “stop letting goods and supplies into Gaza,” 8 ultimately blocking food, fuel, and medicine 

from entering for more than two months, until May 19.9 In their May 2025 assessment, the World 

Health Organization and its partners determined that “Nineteen months into the conflict, the Gaza 

Strip is still confronted with a critical risk of Famine,” with over 2 million people facing high 

levels of acute food insecurity.10 This includes 71,000 cases of acute malnutrition among children 

and 17,000 pregnant women who will “need treatment for acute malnutrition.”11  

 

The blockade also caused bakeries in Gaza to close and caused food prices in the region to soar.12 

For example, the price of a 25 kg bag of flour has increased from $10 before the war to over $500 

as of May 18, 2025.13 On May 12th, UN World Food Programme’s Executive Director Cindy 

McCain said, “Families in Gaza are starving while the food they need is sitting at the border. We 

can’t get it to them because of the renewed conflict and the total ban on humanitarian aid imposed 

                                                 
5 Office of Senator Elizabeth Warren, “ Senator Warren’s Floor Remarks on the Israel-Hamas War,” press release, 

February 29, 2024, https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/on-senate-floor-warren-denounces-

netanyahu-calls-to-resume-the-cease-fire-and-advance-a-two-state-solution. 
6 CBS News, “Israel lets limited aid into Gaza, as Netanyahu says allies can’t tolerate ‘images’ of mass famine’,” 

Debora Patta, Tucker Reals, Anges Reau, May 20, 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-gaza-war-netanyahu-

faces-sanctions-threat-palestinians-starvation/.  
7 NPR, “Why did Israel resume the war in Gaza?”, Daniel Estrin, March 19, 2025, 

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/19/nx-s1-5332204/israel-breaks-ceasefire-as-it-strikes-gaza-killing-hundreds. 
8 Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Statement by Prime Minister Benjamin Netenyahu,” press release, March 2, 

2025, https://www.gov.il/en/pages/statement-by-pm-netanyahu-2-mar-2025.  
9 CBS News, “Israel lets limited aid into Gaza, as Netanyahu says allies can’t tolerate ‘images’ of mass famine’”, 

Debora Patta, Tucker Reals, Anges Reau, May 20, 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-gaza-war-netanyahu-

faces-sanctions-threat-palestinians-starvation/.  
10 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, “GAZA STRIP: IPC Acute Food Insecurity and Acute Malnutrition 

Special Snapshot,” May 12, 2025, 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnutrition_

Apr_Sept2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf. 
11 Id. 
12 CNN, “Bakeries Close across Gaza as World Food Programme warns food supplies are set to run out in two 

weeks,” Kareem Khadder, Caitlin Danaher, and Mohammad al-Sawlhi, April 2, 2025, 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/01/middleeast/bakeries-close-gaza-wfp-intl-

latam#:~:text=The%20United%20Nation's%20World%20Food,lack%20of%20flour%20and%20fuel.  
13 World Food Programme, “Eyewitness: ‘We have plenty of food ready to go into Gaza – we just need the go-

ahead’”, May 18, 2025, https://www.wfp.org/stories/eyewitness-we-have-plenty-food-ready-go-gaza-we-just-need-go-

ahead; Times of Israel, “$100 for 25 kg of flour: Gaza families scramble to find food, water and medicine”, January 5, 

2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/100-for-25-kg-of-flour-gaza-families-scramble-to-find-food-water-and-

medicine/. 

https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/on-senate-floor-warren-denounces-netanyahu-calls-to-resume-the-cease-fire-and-advance-a-two-state-solution
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/on-senate-floor-warren-denounces-netanyahu-calls-to-resume-the-cease-fire-and-advance-a-two-state-solution
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-gaza-war-netanyahu-faces-sanctions-threat-palestinians-starvation/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-gaza-war-netanyahu-faces-sanctions-threat-palestinians-starvation/
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/19/nx-s1-5332204/israel-breaks-ceasefire-as-it-strikes-gaza-killing-hundreds
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/statement-by-pm-netanyahu-2-mar-2025
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-gaza-war-netanyahu-faces-sanctions-threat-palestinians-starvation/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-gaza-war-netanyahu-faces-sanctions-threat-palestinians-starvation/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnutrition_Apr_Sept2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnutrition_Apr_Sept2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/01/middleeast/bakeries-close-gaza-wfp-intl-latam#:~:text=The%20United%20Nation's%20World%20Food,lack%20of%20flour%20and%20fuel
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/01/middleeast/bakeries-close-gaza-wfp-intl-latam#:~:text=The%20United%20Nation's%20World%20Food,lack%20of%20flour%20and%20fuel
https://www.wfp.org/stories/eyewitness-we-have-plenty-food-ready-go-gaza-we-just-need-go-ahead
https://www.wfp.org/stories/eyewitness-we-have-plenty-food-ready-go-gaza-we-just-need-go-ahead
https://www.timesofisrael.com/100-for-25-kg-of-flour-gaza-families-scramble-to-find-food-water-and-medicine/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/100-for-25-kg-of-flour-gaza-families-scramble-to-find-food-water-and-medicine/
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in early March.”14 Reports indicated that the blockade left “humanitarian goods valued by aid 

officials in the hundreds of millions of dollars stranded in overheated warehouses and at border 

crossings.”15 World Central Kitchen, which operated one of the last bakeries in Gaza and served 

more than 130,000 meals a day, was forced to shut down its operations because it ran out of food 

shipments.16  

 

The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation is A Deeply Troubled Aid Network That Does Not 

Meet Humanitarian Principles 

 

Before the blockade in March, 2025 food aid was distributed in Gaza at 400 locations through 

experienced humanitarian organizations, many of whom worked in the region for decades.17 After 

the blockade was partially lifted in May, the Israeli government only allowed aid to resume under 

a distribution network managed by the newly-created GHF.18  

 

The GHF represents a new, untested, and troubling vehicle for the distribution of aid.  

 

One questionable decision that was immediately put in place by the GHG was to limit the 

distribution of aid to four hubs in southern Gaza, under the watch of private security contractors.19 

Concentrating aid at a few distribution sites under the watch of private security contractors has 

unsurprisingly led to an outburst of violence.20 As an expert with the International Rescue 

Committee noted, “Setting up so few sites for food distribution meant crowd control problems 

were inevitable… No aid organization would recommend doing it that way.”21 The GHF has 

compounded this problem by agreeing to let the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) takes position up 

1000 feet of GHF distribution sites, where it attacks Gazans who step out of the zone designated 

for waiting for aid collection.22  

                                                 
14 UNICEF, “Risk of famine for children across Gaza, new report says,” press release, May 12, 2025, 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/risk-famine-children-across-gaza-new-report-says.  
15 NPR, “Food for Gaza Decays in Jordan Warehouses as Israel Restricts Aid”, Jane Arraf, May 30, 2025, 

https://www.npr.org/2025/05/30/g-s1-69815/gaza-food-aid-decays-jordan-israel. 
16 World Central Kitchen, “WCK Forced to Halt Cooking in Gaza as Supplies Run Out,” press release, May 7, 2025 

https://wck.org/news/gaza-update-5-7. 
17 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), “Gaza humanitarian response 

update,” February 15, 2025 “https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-

humanitarian-response-update-2-15-february-2025; New York Times, “Videos Show Chaos Around Israeli-Backed 

Gaza Food Sites,” Sanjana Varghese, Arijeta Lajka, Nader Ibrahim, and Lily Boyce, June 6, 2025, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-site-shooting.html.  
18 BBC, “Gaza: Israel Allows Aid in after 11-Week Blockade but UN Calls It ‘Drop in Ocean’,” May 19, 2025, David 

Gritten, https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3d4kz8p00eo. 
19 Washington Post, “US consulting firm quits Gaza humanitarian aid effort amid criticism,”, Karen DeYoung and 

Cate Brown, June 3, 2025, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/06/03/gaza-humanitarian-fund-

bcg/. 
20 NBC News, “Head of Controversial Gaza Humanitarian Foundation Refuses to Reveal Who Funds It,” Matt 

Bradley, June 11, 2025, https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-

aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295. 
21 Id. 
22 New York Times, “Videos Show Chaos Around Israeli-Backed Gaza Food Sites,” Sanjana Varghese, Arijeta Lajka, 

Nader Ibrahim, and Lily Boyce, June 6, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-site-

shooting.html; The Washington Post, “Sweeping overhaul of Gaza aid raises questions of morality and workability,” 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/risk-famine-children-across-gaza-new-report-says
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/30/g-s1-69815/gaza-food-aid-decays-jordan-israel
https://wck.org/news/gaza-update-5-7
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-humanitarian-response-update-2-15-february-2025
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-humanitarian-response-update-2-15-february-2025
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-site-shooting.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3d4kz8p00eo
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/06/03/gaza-humanitarian-fund-bcg/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/06/03/gaza-humanitarian-fund-bcg/
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-site-shooting.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-site-shooting.html
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In its first three weeks that it was in operation, more than 200 people seeking aid were killed and 

thousands wounded near GHF distribution sites close to IDF-patrolled areas.23 This week alone 

has been exceptionally violent, as eight people were killed on Sunday, June 15th, more than 30 

were killed on Monday, and on Tuesday, 50 people were gunned down near aid sites.24 GHF’s 

distribution system is set up in the south of the enclave, forcing thousands of hungry people to 

walk miles to try to reach their next meal.25 When pressed about these incidents, the IDF first 

denied, then acknowledged that IDF soldiers had opened fire near the sites, saying that they 

“posed a threat” to soldiers but refusing to elaborate on the threat the individuals posed.26  
 

Humanitarian organizations that work with the United Nations abide by principles of neutrality, 

independence, impartiality, and humanity, as set out by the Red Cross and the UN General 

Assembly: they “must not take sides in hostilities,” and “must be autonomous from the political, 

economic, military or other objectives that any actor may hold.” 27 Adherence to these principles 

keeps humanitarians from being drawn into conflict, ensures that assistance flows to those in need, 

and protects aid workers from violence. 28 

 

GHF’s purported humanitarian mission is undermined by the outsourcing of aid to a web of US 

private security companies that are “all heavily armed, who have been given ‘as much ammunition 

as they can carry.’"29 Israeli media reports indicate that Safe Reach Solutions (SRS), the GHF’s 

main aid distribution contractor, “is also carrying out distinctly military-intelligence tasks” which 

                                                 
Gerry Shih, Cate Brown, Claire Parker, and Karen DeYoung, May, 24, 2025, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/05/24/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-aid/ 
23 New York Times, “‘I Felt a Bullet’: Palestinians Recount Deadly Shooting Near New Gaza Aid Site,” Adam 

Rasgon, Bilal Shbair, and Aaron Boxerman, June 6, 2025, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-center-shooting.html; Reuters, “Israeli tanks kill 59 

people in Gaza crowd trying to get food aid, medics say,” Nidal Al-Mughrabi and Hatem Khaled, June 18, 2025, 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-tank-shelling-kills-45-people-awaiting-aid-trucks-gaza-ministry-

says-2025-06-17/.  
24 ABC News, “More than 30 killed at controversial Foundation’s Aid Distribution Sites in Gaza: Health Officials,” 

Mary Kekatos and Diaa Ostaz, June 16, 2025, https://abcnews.go.com/International/30-killed-controversial-

foundations-aid-distribution-sites-gaza/story?id=122888229; Washington Post, “51 Gazans killed waiting for aid, 

Health Ministry says; IDF reviewing incident”, Heba Farouk Mahfouz, Claire Parker, and Victoria Craw, June 17, 

2025, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/17/israel-gaza-aid-deaths-khan-younis/.  
25 The Times of Israel, “Gazans seeking aid from Israel-backed GHF forced to contend with chaos, peril,” June 17, 

2025, Nurit Yohanan, https://www.timesofisrael.com/gazans-seeking-aid-from-israel-backed-ghf-forced-to-contend-

with-chaos-peril/. 
26 New York Times, “‘I Felt a Bullet’: Palestinians Recount Deadly Shooting Near New Gaza Aid Site,” Adam 

Rasgon, Bilal Shbair, and Aaron Boxerman, June 6, 2025, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-center-shooting.html; The Guardian, “What We 

Know about the Killing Palestinians at a Food Point in Gaza,” Archie Bland, June 4, 2025, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/04/what-is-known-about-palestinians-being-shot-while-trying-to-

access-food-in-gaza.  
27 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), “OCHA on Message: Humanitarian 

Principles,” Marlies Bull, July 1, 2022, https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/ocha-message-

humanitarian-principles-enar  
28 Id. 
29 CBS News, “Controversial U.S.-backed Gaza aid group breaching rules for foundations registered in Switzerland, 

Swiss authorities say,” Haley Ott, May 29, 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-

breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/05/24/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-aid/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-center-shooting.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-tank-shelling-kills-45-people-awaiting-aid-trucks-gaza-ministry-says-2025-06-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-tank-shelling-kills-45-people-awaiting-aid-trucks-gaza-ministry-says-2025-06-17/
https://abcnews.go.com/International/30-killed-controversial-foundations-aid-distribution-sites-gaza/story?id=122888229
https://abcnews.go.com/International/30-killed-controversial-foundations-aid-distribution-sites-gaza/story?id=122888229
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/06/17/israel-gaza-aid-deaths-khan-younis/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/gazans-seeking-aid-from-israel-backed-ghf-forced-to-contend-with-chaos-peril/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/gazans-seeking-aid-from-israel-backed-ghf-forced-to-contend-with-chaos-peril/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/06/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-center-shooting.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/04/what-is-known-about-palestinians-being-shot-while-trying-to-access-food-in-gaza
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/04/what-is-known-about-palestinians-being-shot-while-trying-to-access-food-in-gaza
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/ocha-message-humanitarian-principles-enar
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/ocha-message-humanitarian-principles-enar
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/
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“include operating roadblocks, processing visual data from cameras, drones and satellites…”and 

utilizing intelligence information provided by the IDF.30 These reports of a humanitarian aid 

contractor associated GHF jointly distributing aid while conducting security operations alongside 

Israeli security services are alarming and raise serious questions about the aid program. 

 

The GHF’s Refusal to Disclose Funding Sources Clouds its Humanitarian Mission 

 

I am also alarmed by the lack of transparency around GHF’s funding and ownership. The 

longstanding practice among humanitarian assistance groups is predicated on clear expenditure 

reports and disclosure requirements surrounding all aid distribution.31 Humanitarian assistance 

funded by the US government through the United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) is governed under rules to ensure its delivery is consistent with US law.32 For instance, a 

non-governmental organization (NGO) awardee of a USAID grant or cooperative agreement has 

to receive a positive responsibility determination from USAID that certifies that the organization, 

“possesses or has the ability to obtain the necessary management competence to plan and carry out 

the assistance program to be funded, and that the applicant will practice mutually agreed upon 

methods of accountability for funds and other assets provided by USAID.”33   

 

GHF has, to date, refused to disclose its funding sources or its total budget.34 Israeli broadcaster 

Kan 11 has reported that 700 million shekels (around $200 million) was quietly reapportioned 

from the Israeli government’s budget towards the aid effort in Gaza and another $100 million 

came from an anonymous “Western European nation”.35 This raises questions around the lack of 

impartiality, and neutrality, of GHF’s operations in Gaza. 

 

I am also concerned about the transparency of GHF’s subsidiary private security contractors. 

Reports have also indicated that, “a Chicago-based private equity firm, McNally Capital, has an 

"economic interest" in Safe Reach Solutions, a U.S. contractor “run by a former CIA official.” 36 

                                                 
30 ynet news.com, “Report: US security firm overseeing Gaza aid also conducting intelligence operations,” Uri Blau 

and Milan Czerny/Shomrim, May 25, 2025, https://www.ynetnews.com/article/skpsmyxgge#autoplay. 
31 Congressional Research Service, “Foreign Assistance: Where Does the Money Go?,” Nick M. Brown, August 8, 

2024, p. 5, https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48150/R48150.2.pdf. 
32 USAID, “USAID Contracting Handbook – Chapter 3 – Procurement of Equipment and Materials”, January 30, 

2003, https://web.archive.org/web/20241006092015if_/https://2012-

2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/305mac.pdf.  
33 USAID, “ADS Chapter 303 – Grants and Cooperative Agreements to Non-Governmental Organizations”, 

November 8, 2010, p. 32, 

https://www2.gwu.edu/~iits/Sustainable_Tourism_Online_Learning/Gutierrez/USAID_ADS_303_Guidelines.pdf.  
34 NBC News, “Head of Controversial Gaza Humanitarian Foundation Refuses to Reveal Who Funds It,” Matt 

Bradley, June 11, 2025, https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-

aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295. 
35 Kan 11, “Under the Radar: The Government transferred 700 million to Gaza,” Lyal Kaiser, June 4, 2025, 

https://www.kan.org.il/content/kan-news/politic/915425/; Times of Israel, “Report: Israel contributed NIS 700m to 

Gaza aid mechanism it claims not to fund,” Toi Staff, June 5, 2025, https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-israel-

contributed-nis-700m-to-gaza-aid-mechanism-it-claims-not-to-fund/; New York Times, “New Gaza Aid Plan, 

Bypassing U.N. and Billed as Neutral, Originated in Israel”, Patrick Kingsley, Ronen Bergman and Natan 

Odenheimer, May 25, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/24/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-aid-plan.html. 
36 Reuters, “Chicago private equity firm has stake in Gaza aid company,” Aram Roston, June 5, 2025, 

https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-

06-05/. 

https://www.ynetnews.com/article/skpsmyxgge#autoplay
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48150/R48150.2.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20241006092015if_/https:/2012-2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/305mac.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20241006092015if_/https:/2012-2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/305mac.pdf
https://www2.gwu.edu/~iits/Sustainable_Tourism_Online_Learning/Gutierrez/USAID_ADS_303_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/middle-east/israel-gaza-humanitarian-foundation-starvation-aid-funding-hunger-rcna212295
https://www.kan.org.il/content/kan-news/politic/915425/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-israel-contributed-nis-700m-to-gaza-aid-mechanism-it-claims-not-to-fund/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-israel-contributed-nis-700m-to-gaza-aid-mechanism-it-claims-not-to-fund/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/24/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-aid-plan.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-06-05/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-06-05/
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This company “subcontracts with U.S. private security firm UG Solutions, which provides armed 

U.S. military veterans to guard the distribution sites and transportation of the aid” distributed by 

GHF.37  

 

GHF’s Leadership Turmoil 

 

Though the organization was created less than one year ago, GHF’s leadership has been marked 

by turmoil.38 The founder and first executive director of the GHF, Jake Wood, quit hours before 

the organization was supposed to start distributing aid on May 26th, saying, “It is clear that it is 

not possible to implement this plan while also strictly adhering to the humanitarian principles of 

humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and independence, which I will not abandon.”39 Mr. Wood was 

replaced as head of GHF by Reverend Johnnie Moore.40 Mr. Moore has close ties to the Trump 

Administration: he “was co-chairman of the 2016 Trump presidential campaign’s evangelical 

advisory board and an influential figure during Mr. Trump’s first administration.”41  

 

After an internal investigation, the Boston Consulting Group, the management consulting firm 

which designed the GHF’s food distribution program and stood up its contracting arrangements, 

terminated its contract with the organization, fired two of its senior partners, and said it 

“disavows” the work they did with the group.42 The CEO has apologized, saying “…we fell short 

— of our own standards.”43 In addition, just three months after its formation, the GHF’s Swiss 

affiliate was shut down by Switzerland’s government for “not fulfilling various legal 

obligations.”44 

 

New Reports that USAID Will Provide Funding for GHF 

 

Despite harrowing reports of violence, unclear funding sources, and churn in leadership at GHF, 

Reuters earlier this month reported that:  

 

The State Department is weighing giving $500 million to the new foundation …a 

move that would involve the U.S. more deeply in a controversial aid effort that has 

                                                 
37 Id. 
38 CBS News, “Controversial U.S.-backed Gaza aid group breaching rules for foundations registered in Switzerland, 

Swiss authorities say,” Haley Ott, May 29, 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-

breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/. 
39 New York Times, “Head of New Gaza Aid System Resigns Over Lack of Autonomy”, Patrick Kingsley and Jin Yu 

Young, May 26, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/26/world/asia/gaza-aid-wood-independence-resigns.html  
40 Times of Israel, “Gaza Humanitarian Foundation taps US Evangelical leader Johnnie Moore as new chairman,” 

Lazar Berman, June 3, 2025, https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-taps-us-

evangelical-leader-johnnie-moore-as-new-chairman/. 
41 New York Times, “He Attended Prayer Meetings in the White House. Now He’s Chairman of a Gaza Aid Group,” 

Ephrat Livni, June 5, 2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/05/world/middleeast/israel-johnnie-moore-gaza-

humanitarian-foundation.html.  
42 Boston Consulting Group, “Clarifying BCG Involvement With Aid in Gaza,” press release, June 7, 2025, 

https://www.bcg.com/news/7june2025-clarifying-bcg-involvement-with-aid-in-gaza. 
43 Id. 
44 CBS News, “Controversial U.S.-backed Gaza aid group breaching rules for foundations registered in Switzerland, 

Swiss authorities say,” Haley Ott, May 29, 2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-

breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/. 

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/trump-campaign-press-release-trump-campaign-announces-evangelical-executive-advisory-board
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/trump-campaign-press-release-trump-campaign-announces-evangelical-executive-advisory-board
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/07/us/politics/trump-evangelicals-national-prayer-breakfast.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/26/world/asia/gaza-aid-wood-independence-resigns.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-taps-us-evangelical-leader-johnnie-moore-as-new-chairman/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-taps-us-evangelical-leader-johnnie-moore-as-new-chairman/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/05/world/middleeast/israel-johnnie-moore-gaza-humanitarian-foundation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/05/world/middleeast/israel-johnnie-moore-gaza-humanitarian-foundation.html
https://www.bcg.com/news/7june2025-clarifying-bcg-involvement-with-aid-in-gaza
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gaza-humanitarian-foundation-ghf-breaching-rules-switzerland-authorities-say/
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been beset by violence and chaos.  … Money for Gaza Humanitarian Foundation 

(GHF) would come from the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), 

which is being folded into the U.S. State Department. ...One source with 

knowledge of the matter and one former senior official said the proposal to give the 

$500 million to GHF has been championed by acting deputy USAID Administrator 

Ken Jackson, who has helped oversee the agency's dismemberment.45 

 

It is critical that the United States stop the humanitarian disaster in Gaza. But that must be done 

through funding professional humanitarian organizations. Thus far, the State Department has 

denied that the United States government has provided funds to the GHF.46  In addition to the 

report of the potential $500 million in direct aid under consideration, reports indicate that, “while 

Israel and the United States have both said they don't finance the operation, they have pushed the 

United Nations and international aid groups to work with it.”47 

 

The questions surrounding GHF – its funding sources and connection to the Trump 

Administration, its use of private contractors, its ability to serve and be seen as a neutral entity, its 

abandonment by its founders, and its basic competence in providing aid - must be answered before 

the State Department commits any funding to the organization.   

 

To address my concern about these matters, I ask that you provide answers to the following 

questions no later than July 2nd, 2025.:  

 

1. Is USAID considering awarding any funds to the GHF? 

a. If so, how much funding is under consideration, and over what time frame? 

b. If so, which individuals are the State Department or USAID are directing this 

funding? 

c. Have any other Trump Administration officials, either in the White House, or 

elsewhere in the Administration, sought or proposed funding for GHF? 

d. To date, has the State Department, USAID, or any part of the US government, 

provided funds to the GHF? 

 

2. All USAID projects are defined by their scope of work. A scope of work is, “a description 

of the activities an implementing partner is to do for the government.”48 

a. What is the proposed scope of work, if any, for the humanitarian aid USAID is 

considering funding in Gaza? What are the quantitative performance targets? 

 

                                                 
45 Reuters, “Exclusive: US mulls giving millions to controversial Gaza aid foundation, sources say,” Jonathan Landay, 

June 6, 2025, https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-mulls-giving-millions-controversial-gaza-aid-foundation-

sources-say-2025-06-06/. 
46 United States Department of State, “Department Press Briefing”, press release, Tammy Bruce, June 3, 2025, 

https://www.state.gov/briefings/department-press-briefing-june-3-2025/  
47 Reuters, “Chicago private equity firm has stake in Gaza aid company,” Aram Roston, June 5, 2025, 

https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-

06-05/. 
48 Congressional Research Service, “Foreign Assistance: Where Does the Money Go?”, Nick M. Brown, August 8, 

2024, https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48150/R48150.2.pdf. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-mulls-giving-millions-controversial-gaza-aid-foundation-sources-say-2025-06-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-mulls-giving-millions-controversial-gaza-aid-foundation-sources-say-2025-06-06/
https://www.state.gov/briefings/department-press-briefing-june-3-2025/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-06-05/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/gaza-aid-logistics-company-funded-by-chicago-private-equity-firm-2025-06-05/
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48150/R48150.2.pdf
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3. Is the USAID funding under consideration for allocation towards the GHF through an 

“acquisition” (contract) opportunity or through an “assistance” (grant/cooperative 

agreement) opportunity?49 

a. Has an open, competitive process been announced for the funds under 

consideration in this case? If not, does the State Department plan on announcing a 

competitive process for these funds?  

 

4. USAID prohibits implementing partners from making a profit on grants and cooperative 

agreements.50 If the delivery of humanitarian aid in Gaza is implemented under a grant or 

cooperative agreement, what steps will the State Department take to ensure that the 

implementing partner does not profit from the agreement? 

 

5. As per USAID regulations, “Project-based aid expenditures are to be ‘allowable, allocable, 

and reasonable’ under an agency-designed scope of work. Detailed scopes of work allow 

audits of project costs and direct oversight of project activities, making reporting lines 

clearer.”51 

a. What steps is the Department of State taking to ensure that the funding under 

consideration for humanitarian aid in Gaza is allowable, allocable, and reasonable? 

b. What evaluation mechanisms will the State Department employ to monitor an audit 

reimbursement claims for work delivered in Gaza? 

 

6. As per USAID contract regulations, “Each USAID-financed contract must require that 

claims by suppliers for payment or reimbursement for goods and services be supported by 

appropriate and complete documentation.”52 Will USAID commit to disclosing the 

documentation of appropriate project costs from implementing partners for any 

humanitarian work completed in Gaza?  

 

7. From which source of Congressionally appropriated funds would the proposed 

humanitarian assistance funding for the GHF come from?  

a. Are these funds subject to Congressional Notification? 

 

8. Did the State Department or USAID contract with the Boston Consulting Group in regards 

to its work with the GHF? 

a. Has the State Department been furnished with a copy of Boston Consulting 

Group’s internal investigation into its work with the GHF? If so, will the State 

Department release the report? 

 

9. Are the GHF, and the private security contractors that it partners with to distribute aid in 

compliance with US standards for aid organizations? 

                                                 
49 Congressional Research Service, “Foreign Assistance: Where Does the Money Go?”, Nick M. Brown, August 8, 

2024, https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48150/R48150.2.pdf. 
50 Id. 
51 Id. 
52 USAID, “USAID Contracting Handbook – Chapter 3 – Procurement of Equipment and Materials”, January 30, 

2003, p. 24 https://web.archive.org/web/20241006092015if_/https://2012-

2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/305mac.pdf. 

https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48150/R48150.2.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20241006092015if_/https:/2012-2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/305mac.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20241006092015if_/https:/2012-2017.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/305mac.pdf
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10. It appears that USAID regulations governing the distribution of US taxpayer dollars 

through humanitarian aid, including the Automated Directive Systems and its related serial 

publications regarding USAID’s operational policy, have been removed from the USAID 

website. What are the current USAID regulations governing humanitarian and foreign 

assistance contracts and can they be made public? 

 

I thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Elizabeth Warren 

United States Senator 

 

 




