
 

 
 
 
 
 

April 30, 2025 
 
 
Jeff Bezos 
Executive Chair 
Amazon.com, Inc. 
410 Terry Avenue North  
Seattle, WA 98109 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bezos: 
 
I write to seek clarity on reports that Amazon considered a plan to show customers the cost of 
President Trump’s tariffs – only to reverse course after a personal conversation between you and the 
President. These reports raise questions about the nature of your conversations with President Trump, 
and what promises or favors you may have received in exchange for your subservience to him. 
 
According to a report from yesterday morning, Amazon was planning to “show how much 
[President] Trump’s tariffs are adding to the price of each product” by “displaying how much of an 
item’s cost is derived from tariffs.”1 However, before the company could put this plan into place, a 
“pissed” President Trump reportedly called you and asked you to intervene2  – and then the plan was 
reversed. 
 
Amazon has denied portions of this story, but did indicate that the plan was in place at least for the 
Amazon Haul website.3 And President Trump confirmed your role in the decision not to provide 
transparency on tariff costs, indicating that “Jeff Bezos was very nice. He was terrific… He solved 
the problem very quickly. Good guy.”4 
 
If Amazon had followed through on any plans to provide transparency on tariff costs, it could have 
provided important information for consumers, allowing them to find out for themselves some of the 
true costs of President Trump’s broad and chaotic tariff policies. And it could have helped provide 
clarity on the true reasons for cost increases facing consumers, allowing them to determine if the 

                                                 
1 Punchbowl News, “Amazon to display tariff costs for consumers,” April 29, 2025, 
https://punchbowl.news/article/tech/amazon-display-tariff-costs.  
2 CNN, “A ‘p*ssed’ Trump called Jeff Bezos after learning Amazon considered breaking out a tariff charge,” Alayna 
Treene, Betsy Klein, and Jordan Valinsky, April 29, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/29/business/white-house-calls-
report-that-amazon-is-adding-a-tariff-charge-a-hostile-action.  
3 CNN, “A ‘p*ssed’ Trump called Jeff Bezos after learning Amazon considered breaking out a tariff charge,” Alayna 
Treene, Betsy Klein, and Jordan Valinsky, April 29, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/29/business/white-house-calls-
report-that-amazon-is-adding-a-tariff-charge-a-hostile-action. 
4  CNN, “A ‘p*ssed’ Trump called Jeff Bezos after learning Amazon considered breaking out a tariff charge,” Alayna 
Treene, Betsy Klein, and Jordan Valinsky, April 29, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/29/business/white-house-calls-
report-that-amazon-is-adding-a-tariff-charge-a-hostile-action.  
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tariffs directly increased costs or merely provided big corporations with an excuse to raise prices 
higher than necessary. Instead, the true costs of President Trump’s policies may remain hidden from 
your customers. 
 
Amazon, one of the nation’s largest retailers, has a significant stake in the outcome of President 
Trump’s tariffs.5 And yesterday’s activity appears to be another example of Big Tech working 
together with President Trump to seek special favors or support his policies in what can appear to be 
a quid pro quo. My concerns about the potential for tariff-related corruption to benefit Big Tech firms 
– who provided millions in donations to the Trump inaugural committee6 – and other insiders as the 
President rolls out, reverses, and modifies his policies have become more acute with each passing 
day. Last week, I wrote to Apple CEO Tim Cook to learn more about his personal interventions that 
resulted in the president exempting certain Apple products from tariffs that would have severely 
impacted his company.7  And I wrote to Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on April 25 about reports 
that he was providing Wall Street insiders with exclusive information on tariff policies, providing 
them with market-moving information that was unavailable to small businesses and ordinary 
investors.8 And yesterday’s report indicated that you have now personally become involved in key 
decisions about what consumers can learn about the true cost of tariffs. 
 
Given my ongoing concerns about the potential for corruption related to President Trump’s tariffs, I 
ask that you provide answers to the following questions by no later than May 13, 2025. 
 

1) What plan was Amazon considering regarding providing information on tariffs to consumers 
prior to President Trump’s phone call with you on April 29, 2025? 

2) When did Amazon reverse course on these plans? Was it after the President’s phone call with 
you? 

3) What was the nature of your conversation with the President?   
4) Did President Trump threaten you with adverse policy consequences for Amazon if you 

provided consumers with information on the true cost of his tariffs? 
5) Did President Trump make any promises to you regarding concessions on or exemptions from 

tariffs if you reversed your initial plan to provide consumers with this tariff cost information? 
6) Did President Trump provide any other information to you with regard to tariff exemptions, 

tariff agreements with other countries, or other plans for tariffs? 
7) Did you have discussions about Amazon’s plans to provide tariff cost transparency with other 

Trump administration officials? If so, what was the nature of these discussions? 
 

                                                 
5 National Retail Federation, “Top 100 Retailers 2024 List,” https://nrf.com/research-insights/top-retailers/top-100-
retailers/top-100-retailers-2024-list.  
6 CNBC, “Corporate America shelled out millions for Trump’s inauguration. Now he’s upending many of their 
businesses,” Gabrielle Fonrouge, Annika Kim Constantino, Leslie Josephs, Ari Levy, Amelia Lucas, Melissa Repko, 
Hugh Son, and Michael Wayland, April 23, 2025, https://www.cnbc.com/2025/04/23/trump-inauguration-donors-include-
meta-amazon-target-delta-ford.html.  
7 Letter from U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren to Apple CEO Tim Cook, April 23, 2025, 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/icymi-warren-presses-apple-ceo-tim-cook-on-tariff-special-
favors.  
8 Letter from U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren to Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, April 25, 2025, 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_to_bessent_re_tariff_leaks1.pdf.  
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8) Does Amazon’s decision to give customers less transparency about price hikes mean those 
price hikes will somehow not impact consumers? 

 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Elizabeth Warren 
United States Senator 
 

 


