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Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board of Directors
Energy Transfer LP
8111 Westchester Drive
Suite 600

Dallas, TX 75225

Dear Mr. Warren:

I write to request additional information regarding the decision by former Energy
Secretary Rick Perry, just weeks after leaving his role at the Department of Energy in December
2019, to re-join the Board of Directors of Energy Transfer, the company responsible for the
Dakota Access Pipeline and other controversial fossil fuel infrastructure projects.! Given that
your company lobbied the Energy Department while former Secretary Perry oversaw the
agency,” I additionally seek information regarding any discussions between former Secretary
Perry and your company regarding ethics laws and rules in relation to Secretary Perry’s role as a
board member of Energy Transfer’s general partner, including his restrictions related to
representational activities and lobbying on behaif of Energy Transfer.

After serving as Governor of Texas from 2000 to 2015, Secretary Perry served as Energy
Secretary for over two and half years, from 2017 to 2019.3 Between these roles, Secretary Perry
became a member of the Board of Directors of your company and its subsidiary Sunoco in
February 2015, the month after leaving office as Governor of Texas, and left the board in
December 2016, the same month then-President-elect Trump announced his intention to
nominate Perry for Energy Secretary.* Secretary Perry announced his resignation as Energy
Secretary in October 2019 and left office in December 2019.5 Securities and Exchange
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Commission (SEC) filings indicate that Secretary Perry was appointed as a director of the
general partner of Energy Transfer on January 1, 2020, one month after leaving the Energy
Depariment.

This appointment is a lucrative move for Secretary Perry, who reportedly could receive
an annual retainer of up to $100,000 and equally valuable stock options,” and gives your
company access to a well-connected former Trump administration official. This appointment,
however, raises important concerns about corruption and conflicts of interest.

As Energy Secretary, Secretary Perry obviously played a significant role in planning and
executing the federal government’s energy policy over the past two years. He “aggressively
promoted President Trump’s fossil fuel agenda™ and “energetically trumpeted oil and gas
development while overseeing plans to reduce funding for wind, solar and other forms of
renewable energy.”® During his tenure at the Energy Department, Secretary Perry was
responsible for numerous agency actions to weaken environmental protections and suppress
climate science as part of the Trump administration’s anti-climate policy agenda.” Secretary
Perry also worked steadfastly to boost the fossil fuel industry.'

Prior to his confirmation as Energy Secretary, various news reports detailed Secretary
Perry’s potential conflicts of interest between serving as a board member for your company prior
to serving as Energy Secretary, particularly given Perry’s close ties to the fossil fuel industry and
their affiliated political arms.!! According to reports, “[Perry’s] involvement with [Energy
Transfer], which is building the controversial Dakota Access Pipeline, had drawn attention as a
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potential conflict of interest after Trump tapped him for the Cabinet post.”'? Reports further
detailed your and your company’s close political ties to Secretary Perry, including that during his
2016 presidential campaign, “[a]t the same time Perry sat on the [Energy Transfer] board,
[Energy Transfer] CEO Kelcy Warren poured millions of dollars into Perry's political
ambitions... [and] chipped in $6 million to super-PACs backing Perry.”!3 I am concerned that,
given Secretary Perry’s decision to rejoin your company’s board immediately after leaving
public office and his tenure overseeing the weakening of environmental protections that may
benefit the fossil fuel industry, Secretary Perry may have used his leadership of the Energy
Department to benefit his former business affiliates, future benefactors, and political allies, such
as you and your company.

It is disheartening that immediately following his tenure as Energy Secretary, Secretary
Perry decided to rejoin the Energy Transfer board. Secretary Perry’s rapid trip through the
revolving door between public office and membership on your company’s board will lead to
countless questions about whether Energy Transfer is purchasing access to high-level Trump
administration officials and whether top Energy Department officials are making decisions that
benefit the department’s former head. Additionally, given the time between Secretary Perry’s
announced resignation in October 2019 and departure in December 2019, and then his swift
appointment to your company’s board, I have questions about whether discussion about the
reappointment and compensation occurred while he remained at the head of the Energy
Department.

I have introduced far-reaching ethics legislation, the Anti-Corruption and Public Integrity
Act, which would shut the revolving door and prohibit corporations from wielding undue
influence by hiring or compensating the Energy Secretary, or any other senior government
official from an agency that Energy Transfer lobbied in the past two years.!* I intend to keep
working to make that plan law. In order to help inform this legislation and understand how
Secretary Perry was re-appointed to the board of your company, I ask that you provide answers
to the following questions no later than January 31, 2020.

1. When did Energy Transfer or its general partner begin discussions or negotiations
with Secretary Perry about his reappointment to the board of Energy Transfer’s
general partner?
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a. Did any discussions or negotiations begin before or during the time between
Secretary Perry’s announced resignation in October 2019 and his departure
from office in December 20197

b. Please provide a detailed timeline of all discussions and negotiations.

2. Did Energy Transfer or its general partner discuss ethics laws and rules in relation to
Secretary Perry’s role as a board member of Energy Transfer’s general partner,
including Sccretary Perry’s restrictions related to certain representational activities
and lobbying directed under current federal officials on behalf of Energy Transfer?'®

a. If so, please provide copies of all memoranda, notes, or other materials
discussing this issue.

3. Please provide detailed information of Secretary Perry’s compensation package for
serving as a board member of Energy Transfer’s general partner.

4. Please provide copies of all email or other communications between Secretary Perry
or any associates of Secretary Perry and Energy Transfer’s and its general partner’s
employees or representatives involving Secretary Perry’s offer and decision to join
the board of Energy Transfer’s general partner.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Warren
Unitgd States Senator

cc: Susan Beard, Designated Agency Ethics Officials, Department of Energy
Office of Government Ethics

1518 U.S.C. 207.



