Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 18,2018

John Bolton

National Security Advisor of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Bolton:

We are writing regarding reports that last week, retired Rear Admiral Timothy
Ziemer."the head of global security on the White House's National Security Council, left
the Trump Administration."' Mr. Ziemer's departure appears to represent "a
downgrading of global health security," and means that "no senior administration official
is now focused solely on global health security"” and that “it is unclear ... who at the
White House would be in charge of a pandemic.™

This is a troubling report. Mr. Ziemer reportedly left the White House after your
“reshuffling of the NSC ...which ... eliminates the office Ziemer led.”* It comes amid
continuing concerns that the nation and the world are unprepared for pandemic outbreaks
or other global public health threats,” as the Trump Administration is proposing
significant cuts to funding global public health and pandemic detection and prevention,
and just days after the Democratic Republic of Congo declared a new outbreak of the
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deadly Ebola virus’ - an outbreak that quickly “spread to a ‘new phase’” after the
discovery of an Ebola case in a major urban areas.® The threat of a pandemic is serious,
and it's important families know we have a vigilant and experienced team in place-and
working to protect us against such public health threats.

We have, on numerous occasions in the past 16 menths, written to Tiump Administration
officials to raise our ongoing concerns about global public health preparedness and
response efforts and have vet to receive satisfying answers.” The departure. of Mr.
Ziemer presents us with new concerns. To address these concerns, we ask that you
provide us with a staff-level briefing on the Administration’s global public health work
rio later than June 1, 2018. We also ask that, prior to this briefing, you provide us with
answers (o the folioW’ing guestions:

1. Why did Mr. Ziemer depart the National Security Council (NSC)?
2. What current structure 15 in place at the NSC to address global health security?

3. With Mr. Ziemer's departure, who is the top official in the White House
responsible for global health security? What are this-individual’s qualifications,
and what specific public health expetience does this individual have? Is this
person expected to fill the role for the long term? 1f not, what steps are being:
taken to identify the person who will?

4, To what extent and how often does this individual meet with key leaders from
the Department of Héalth and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and
PreVenﬂon, National Institutes of Health, Food and Drug Administration, and
other public health agencies? To what extent does this individual coordinate
efforts between public health agencies and other federal agencies involved in
global health security, including the Departmient of Defense and the U.S.
Agency for International Development?

5. What mechanisis are in place to determine global health security funding and
policy needs?

6. Reports indicate that Andrea Hall, who “leads the National Security Council’s
weapons of mass destruction unit” and Dr, Luciana Borio are leading the NSC
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response to the Ebola outbreak.'’ Is this accurate? If so, why was the NSC
reorganized in this fashion? Which individuals are supporting their efforts, and
which individuals are representing the United States at the World Health
Organization Emergency Committee meeting on Ebola that is being held today?

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to reach out to Brian
Cohen of Senator Warren’s staff at 202-224-4543 or Elizabeth Letter of Senator Murray’s
staff at 202-224-0767 with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

-
?uaa (Mhara~
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United States Senator United States Senator
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