ELIZABETH WARREN UNITED STATES SENATE
MASSACHUSETTS WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2105
P: 202-224-4543

COMMITTEES 2400 JFK FEDERAL BUILDING

BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS mnlttd ﬂ%tattg O%Enat[ 15 NBE()VgTS(L;rSB“;JEE:ZSZBF;EET

HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS P: 617-565-3170
ARMED SERVICES 1550 MAIN STREET
SUITE 406
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING SPRINGFIELD, MA 01103

P: 413-788-2690

February 26, 2018 o et sonate.ou
Mortimer J. Buckley

President and Chief Executive Officer

Vanguard Group

100 Vanguard Boulevard V26

Malvern PA 19355

Dear Mr. Buckley:

I urge you to use your financial leverage as a major gun company shareholder to
encourage more responsible actions by these companies.

On February 14, 2018, a 19-year old gunman opened fire on students, teachers, and staff
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, killing 17 people and injuring at
least 14 others. The gunman’s weapon of choice was the AR-15 rifle. AR-15-style rifles were
also used to kill dozens in recent mass shootings in Newtown, San Bernardino, Orlando,
Sutherland Springs, and Las Vegas.”

Gun violence has become an epidemic in America. Since the start of 2018, there have
been 34 mass shootings in the United States.”* The headlines are fewer, but gun violence also
occurs every day on streets, playgrounds and homes across this country. According to the Gun
Violence Archive, guns have already claimed the lives of over 2,200 people, including 86
children, this year.

The AR-15 rifle used in the Parkland murders is manufactured by Smith & Wesson, a
subsidiary of the publicly traded American Outdoor Brands Corporation (AOBC). Vanguard
holds the third largest stake in AOBC.?® Vanguard is also the second largest shareholder in
Sturm, Ruger & Company,”’ and the third largest shareholder in a third publicly traded gun
manufactggrer, Vista Outdoors. ?® Sturm Ruger and Vista Outdoors also manufacture similar
weapons.
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For example, Sturm Ruger manufactures the AR-556, described by American Rifleman as "an entry-

level AR-15 carbine that's definitely ready to give the other budget ARs on the market a run for their money," the



This means that your company directly benefits from sales of weapons, including those
that are used in violent assaults. In a terrible twist, “stock prices of gunmakers often rise after
mass shootings.”** For example, after the shooting in Las Vegas, which left 58 dead and over
850 injured, stock in AOBC rose by over 3%. Following the slaughter of students and staff in
Parkland, AOBC’s stock rose as much as 4.5%,>" and “[h]istory shows that Sturm Ruger and
American gutdoor Brands rise 1.6 percent and 2.2 percent, respectively, five days after a mass
shooting.”

I encourage you take action to ensure that the gun companies in which you invest are
taking steps to reduce gun violence. There are numerous ways in which these companies can act.
Gun companies can establish tougher self-regulation to ensure that the retail outlets that sell their
products impose their own requirements (such as higher minimum age requirements for purchase
of weapons, or requiring waiting periods prior to purchase). They can direct company research
towards the development of safer weapons and violence reduction. They can take additional
actions in conjunction with their distributors, retailers, and other business partners. None of
these actions would substitute for action by the federal government, but each would help reduce
gun violence.

Your company is in a powerful position. You have reaped significant benefits from your
investment in gun manufacturers, but have done little to reduce the violence and murders caused
by their products. I urge you to begin to use your vast investment in gun manufacturers to
prevent gun violence.

[ ask that you brief my staff on your plans for action no later than March 9, 2017.

Sincerely,

Elizalleth Warren
Unite§l States Senator
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