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April 26, 2017 
 
Senator Elizabeth Warren 
317 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Senator Marco Rubio 
284 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-0903 
 
Dear Senators Warren & Rubio: 
 
The Alliance to End Slavery & Trafficking (ATEST) is writing to express our strong 
support for the End Banking for Human Trafficking Act of 2017, bipartisan legislation 
introduced by Senators Warren and Rubio that would help to combat human trafficking 
by enhancing the role of the financial industry.  
 
Human trafficking is the third most profitable criminal enterprise across the globe and 
over 21 million people across the world are victims of this modern slavery that forces 
people into unpaid labor or sexual exploitation. According to the International Labor 
Organization, traffickers earn a collective $150 billion annually in profits. One third of 
those profits are generated in industrialized nations, and $99 billion stem from sexual 
exploitation. Access to banking is essential for human traffickers’ business models as 
they rely on banks to launder money and generate profits. Finding ways to work with the 
financial industry to target these criminals is a critical tool in addressing human 
trafficking both at home and abroad.   

 
The End Banking for Human Trafficking Act of 2017 would increase collaboration 
between the federal government and financial institutions to combat human trafficking by 
adding the Secretary of the Treasury to the President’s Interagency Task Force to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking (PITF). It directs the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council and law 
enforcement, to review and enhance existing anti-money laundering statutes to target 
human traffickers and locate victims.  It also requires PITF to submit to Congress and 
other relevant regulators a set of legislative and regulatory proposals that would 
strengthen existing anti-money laundering programs to better target human traffickers.  
 
This bill represents a critical first step in ensuring that our federal government partners 
with financial institutions to restrict traffickers’ access to the banking system, thus 
disrupting their operations. This bill will also improve law enforcements’ access to 
information on traffickers’ already gathered by financial institutions—making it easier to 
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prosecute traffickers, while reducing the burden on trafficking victims to provide 
testimony and evidence.  

 
Thank you for your commitment to addressing human trafficking in a meaningful way. 
We look forward to working with you to ensure that people in the United States and 
across the world live free from all forms of modern slavery.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Melysa Sperber 
Director, Alliance to End Slavery & Trafficking 
1700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20006 
 
 
 
About ATEST 
 
The Alliance to End Slavery and Trafficking (ATEST) is a U.S. based coalition that 
advocates for solutions to prevent and end all forms of human trafficking and modern 
slavery around the world. We advocate for lasting solutions to prevent labor and sex 
trafficking, hold perpetrators accountable, ensure justice for victims and empower 
survivors with tools for recovery. ATEST member organizations include: Coalition to 
Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST), Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), 
ECPAT-USA, Free the Slaves, Futures Without Violence (FUTURES), International 
Justice Mission, National Domestic Workers Alliance (NDWA), National Network for 
Youth (NN4Y), Polaris, Safe Horizon, Solidarity Center, Verité, and Vital Voices Global 
Partnership. 

 
 

 


