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Antibiotic drugs are critical tools for treating serious bacterial infections, but they are becoming 

less and less effective. Today, resistance has been seen in almost all antibiotics ever developed.
i
 

The CDC estimates that 2 million people in the U.S. develop antibiotic-resistant infections every 

year, resulting in over 23,000 deaths and adding $20 billion in health care costs to an already-

overburdened system.
ii
  

 

The overuse of medically important antibiotics in food animals can encourage the growth of drug 

resistant bacteria that can cause hard-to-treat human diseases. One in five antibiotic-resistant 

infections in humans come from bacteria in animals and food.
iii

 Bacteria can spread from animals 

to animal products, contaminated water or soil, or the environment. In order to prevent the 

development of antibiotic-resistant bacteria, it is important that antibiotics be used judiciously in 

animals. 

 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves drugs used in animals and helps oversee 

veterinary use of animal drugs, including antibiotics used in animals. A 2017 Government 

Accountability Office (GAO) report found that while the Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) has increased oversight and data collection of medically important antibiotics in 

food animals in recent years, gaps still exist.
iv

 Current FDA rules do not contain duration limits 

regulating how much of an antibiotic can be used in an animal for a specified amount of time for 

all medically important antibiotics. The FDA has long acknowledged that using medically 

important antibiotics in food animals for long or unlimited durations increases the risk of 

antibiotic resistance, yet roughly one-third of the products containing medically important 

antibiotics for use in in feed or water still have label indications without duration limits.
v
 In 

addition, the FDA lacks important data on antibiotic use in animals. The GAO recommendations 

included that the FDA establish duration limits for all medically important antibiotics used in 

food animals and that better data on antibiotic use in animals be collected.  

 

Strengthening Antibiotic Oversight Act 
 

The Strengthening Antibiotic Oversight Act strengthens the oversight of medically important 

antibiotics administered to food animals in order to prevent antibiotic resistance. The bill:  

 Requires the FDA to review the durations of use of approved indications of medically-

important antibiotics labeled for use in animals; 

 Gives the FDA authority to withdraw approvals for unjustified duration limits; 

 Directs the FDA to use funds collected through animal drug user fees to collect and 

report data on antibiotics delivered to farms, through sampling of veterinary feed 

directives and feed distribution reports. 

 

Supported by the U.S. Public Interest Research Group (PIRG), Antibiotic Resistance Action 

Center at GWU, Food Animal Concerns Trust (FACT), Center for Science in the Public 

Interest (CSPI), Consumer Federation of America (CFA), Health Care Without Harm, 

Clinician Champions in Comprehensive Antibiotic Stewardship, Johns Hopkins Center for a 

Livable Future, Humane Society Legislative Fund, Center for Foodborne Illness Research 

and Prevention (CFI), and the Keep Antibiotics Working Coalition. 
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