June 7, 2018

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Cory Gardner
354 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Warren and Senator Gardner,

As a network of concerned citizens advocating for the end of the federal government’s prohibition of marijuana,
we write to you in strong support of the Strengthening the Tenth Amendment Through Entrusting States (STATES)
Act of 2018.

Federal marijuana prohibition endangers public health and public safety, limits economic development, impedes
scientific research, and leads to unjust and unnecessary arrests and incarceration. This failed federal policy is
responsible for arrest of more than 600,000 Americans annually, a disproportionate share of whom are black,
brown, young, and poor. We believe it long past due for Congress to take action to reform these outdated, unjust
laws.

Today, nearly every state in the country has taken steps toward implementing common-sense laws legalizing at
least some aspects of cannabis commerce - making it clear that existing federal statutes are out of step with our
federalist system and require immediate federal reform.

We applaud you for your leadership in taking bipartisan action to ensure that state actions are safeguarded and for
providing the legal certainty needed to allow states to determine their own marijuana enforcement priorities.

The STATES Act retains important federal protections to promote the responsible use of marijuana by adults. We
are pleased that the safeguards provided to states in the bill are also extended to Washington D.C., U.S. territories,
and to tribal nations. We also support the STATES Act’s inclusion of language removing industrial hemp from the
Controlled Substance Act. This provision is critical to supporting the rights of farmers to commercially cultivate
non-psychoactive strains of cannabis for industrial purposes, such as food and fiber production.

Swift passage of the Warren-Gardner bill defends the rights of the majority of American constituents living in
jurisdictions that legally authorizes some uses of marijuana and safeguards the will of the overwhelming majority
of Americans of all political ideologies. We urge your colleagues on both sides of the aisle to join in support of
bipartisan legislation in order to provide states with the authority and autonomy to set their own marijuana
policies absent the fear of federal incursion.
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