Congress of the United States
Washington, DL 20510

August 28, 2020

The Honorable Sean O’Donnell
Acting Inspector General
Office of Inspector General
Department of Defense

4800 Mark Center Drive
Alexandria, VA 22350-1500

Dear Acting Inspector General O’Donnell:

We write to request the Department of Defense (DOD) Inspector General (1G) conduct a
complete and thorough investigation into the circumstances that led to the disappearance and
death of Sergeant Elder Fernandes, a 23 year-old native of Brockton, Massachusetts, who was
assigned to the 1% Cavalry Division at Fort Hood, Texas.*

According to the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Division (CID) and public reports,
SGT Fernandes was hospitalized between August 11 and August 17, 2020. The day he was
released from the hospital was the same day he was last seen by members of his unit in Killeen,
Texas.? On August 25, 2020, his family reported that a body believed to be that of SGT
Fernandes was found 25 miles east of Fort Hood. A backpack containing his military 1D,
driver’s license, phone and other personal belongings was located nearby.®

Prior to SGT Fernandes’ disappearance, the Army was reviewing an “investigation of
abusive sexual contact involving Sgt. Fernandes.” On August 26, CID announced that it had
recently briefed SGT Fernandes on the outcome of that investigation and that his allegations of
sexual misconduct were “unsubstantiated.”® According to the family’s attorney, SGT Fernandes
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was “bullied” and “hazed” for reporting abusive sexual contact.> We are also disturbed by
reports that while SGT Fernandes was missing, his family “chastised the Army’s investigation”
and “said the Army took too long to get the public involved.” ’

We are heartbroken by SGT Fernandes’ death. As Members of Congress representing
SGT Fernandes and his family, we demand a full and transparent investigation into the
circumstances of his death, including allegations of abusive sexual contact, bullying, and
retaliation. We also ask you to investigate the Army’s response to SGT Fernandes’
disappearance and whether Army leaders kept the Fernandes family appropriately informed
about the search for their missing relative until he was found on August 25.

We must do more than grieve the loss of SGT Fernandes—we must seek justice and
answers for his family. That starts with a full and complete investigation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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