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I write to strongly urge you to explore new markets for American lobster exports to compensate 
for the impact of China's imminent 25% tariffs on imported American lobsters. These tariffs 
will do serious harm to Massachusetts families that work in the lobster industry. 

As you know, in response to American tariffs on certain Chinese goods, China has proposed a set 
of tariffs that would go into effect in July. Among these tariffs is a 25% tariff on American 
lobster. 1 

China is a large and growing market for lobsters, with total lobster imports from America 
topping $ 100 million in recent years. 2 Large Chinese tariffs on American lobster will effectively 
close off that market because China can substitute cheaper lobsters from Canada or Europe for 
American lobsters.3 

If China imposes these tariffs in response to the Trump Administration's tariffs, it will have a 
devastating impact on the Massachusetts lobstermen whose businesses rely on exports to China. 
I urge you to work with the lobster industry to find alternative markets for American lobster to 
replace the loss of the Chinese market - and I stand ready to help in your effort in any way I can. 

I ask that you respond to this letter by July 13, 2018. 

Sincerely, 
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