Wnited States SDenate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 4, 2021
The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Minority Leader McConnell:

We write today to urge you to include long-term funding in the next major funding package to
accelerate students’ academic progress, address students’ social-emotional needs, and target the
significant inequities in public education, which have been worsened by the pandemic.

The historic investments provided through the American Rescue Plan and previous coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) relief have provided necessary support to schools throughout the
pandemic. The nearly $122 billion in relief under the American Rescue Plan Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER)?! Fund has been crucial in helping States and
school districts safely reopen and sustain safe operations. However, while this funding takes
significant steps towards addressing the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on schools, the aid
provided in the ARP ESSER Fund? must be obligated by 2023,% and the consequences of the
pandemic for children’s academic and social development are likely to be long-term,
exacerbating previously existing inequities.

Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, elementary and secondary public schools lacked
sufficient funding and resources to provide all students with a high-quality public education. This
challenge has been exacerbated by the pandemic and is likely to significantly worsen
achievement gaps for students in low-income communities and communities of color.* Among
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other challenges, students are experiencing significant instructional loss® and increased mental
health needs.® A recent study shows that 71 percent of U.S. adults are concerned about students’
current academic progress, and even higher percentages are concerned about lower-income
children and children of color.’

One early study estimated that between 10 and 25 percent of high-risk students, including
homeless students and students with disabilities, had been completely disconnected from school
since the pandemic began.2 Among existing data, recent research suggests that even students
who have been able to attend virtual or in-person school have demonstrated lower academic
growth than in previous years.® The full extent of the traumatic effects of the pandemic on
students’ mental health are not yet well understood, but are expected to have long-term
consequences for social and emotional well-being.'® These lasting consequences are building on
an already inequitable public school system.!!

To address existing and worsening education inequities, Congress must provide targeted funding
for evidence-based programs to accelerate students’ academic progress and address students’
social-emotional needs resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Recently introduced legislation,
such as the Partnering Aspiring Teachers with High-Need Schools (PATHS) to Tutor Act'? and
the Educational Equity Challenge Grants Act,*® provide a model for addressing these needs.
Additionally, summer camps and enrichment programs have been shown to have positive
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academic and social-emotional effects,** which will be even more crucial in addressing the
trauma of COVID-19. These programs have long been underfunded, preventing eligible youth
from benefiting from programs that would support their academic, mental and physical health,
and social-emotional needs.®

It is critical that Congress provides sufficient, long-term funding to address the existing and
worsened inequities facing our students. Providing funding for evidence-based interventions,
including high quality tutoring, summer and out-of-school-time programming, and social-
emotional supports, would have a significant effect on students’ long term success and
meaningfully address the challenges the pandemic has created for students and their families. We
urge you to include dedicated funding in the next infrastructure package to invest in targeted
evidence-based programs that will accelerate students’ learning and address students’ social-
emotional, mental, and physical health needs over at least the next ten years.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to working together to address
the increased needs of our nation’s students.

Sincerely,
/sl /sl
Elizabeth Warren Christopher S. Murphy
United States Senator United States Senator
/sl /s/
Cory A. Booker Ron Wyden
United States Senator United States Senator
/sl

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator
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